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May 4, 2018
Opportunities in River Falls, Wisconsin
Dear Potential Partner,
River Falls is a full-service community uniquely positioned with close proximity to the Minnesota
border and Twin Cities markets. A vibrant Main Street with a diverse mix of professional services,
restaurants, and retail shops adds to the small-town charm of River Falls. A distinctive, vibrant and
safe city with an abundance of nature and easy access to metropolitan amenities, where families
and businesses have what they need to flourish.
River Falls businesses maintain a highly visible location along State Highway 35 just 5 miles south
of Interstate 94 and only 7 miles from the Minnesota River crossing. Residents and businesses
enjoy a fast 6-minute connection to I-94 and can be in downtown Saint Paul in 30 minutes or MSP
airport in 40.
The City is home to the University of Wisconsin- River Fall, Chippewa Valley Technical College, and
over dozens of businesses including many historically listed on the Inc 500 list, Minnesota
corporate giants like Nash Finch and Land O Lakes, and companies flying flags of their owners
from Ireland, Germany, France, and Israel. Your corporate neighbors will include innovators in
plastics, food, language translation, scheduling, mini markets, plant genetics, metal
manufacturing, material science, 3D printing, sharpening equipment, specialty coatings,
architectural wooden doors, cabinetry and casework, LED drying technology, and more.
We appreciate your time and invite you to consider investing in the community. Please feel free
to contact me at (715) 426-3402 should you have any questions or elaboration.
Sincerely,

Scot E. Simpson
City Administrator
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Location Information
Proximity to Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Area
River Falls, Wisconsin is conveniently located along State Highways 35, 65 and 29, just minutes
from I-94, less than 30 minutes from downtown St. Paul, and 40 minutes to the Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport. In 2014, the Radio Road Interchange was completed that provides
access to the Sterling Ponds Corporate Park from State Hwy 35.
St. Croix County is currently improving
Radio Rd from the Interchange to CTH
MM and renaming it CTH U, providing
additional access to land southwest of
the new interchange.

River Falls At-A-Glance
• Within the Twin Cities Metro
Area with Wisconsin Property
and Corporate Income Tax
Advantages
• Less than 5 miles from
Interstate 94 via 4-lane
freeway and new Radio Road
Interchange
• 35 minutes to Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport
• 400 acres owned by the City
with additional adjacent
private land
• Home to the University of
Wisconsin – River Falls
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Community Features
Population
The 2017 population of River Falls is estimated to be 15,510 residents. This is an increase of 2,950
people and a 23.5% increase since the 2000 census.
River Falls is located in St. Croix and Pierce counties, both of which are recognized among the
State of Wisconsin’s fastest growing counties. Additionally, both St. Croix and Pierce counties are
included in the 16-county definition of the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan area. The population
in the Twin Cities is estimated to be 3.6 million residents.

Community
River Falls is home to an active and engaged population that enjoys a large trail system and a
Class I trout stream. Year-round activities provide an opportunity to experience this vibrant
America in Bloom award-winning city. Bicycling is a welcome method of transportation in River
Falls as the city holds a designation as a Bicycle Friendly Community. River Falls has also achieved
designations as a Playful City, Tree City, and Bird City Wisconsin. Our community values
inclusiveness and welcomes a diverse range of views and opinions about how to build a
welcoming place to live.

One result of our inclusive community is the coexistence of a business-friendly mindset and an
acute awareness of the need to maintain a healthy environment in and around River Falls. The City
Hall holds the distinction of being the State of Wisconsin’s first City Hall to achieve LEED
certification in sustainable construction. River Falls Municipal Utilities is a national leader in
promoting green energy and ranks fourth nationally in green power sales as a percentage of total
retail electricity sales.
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Colleges & Universities
River Falls is home to the University of Wisconsin-River Falls (UW-River Falls) and the Chippewa
Valley Technical College (CVTC).
UW-River Falls is a NCAA Division III institution that has been a staple of the River Falls community
since 1874. The main campus is situated on 226 acres in the heart of River Falls and includes 26
buildings and two lab farms. Enrollment is approximately 6,455 students.
CVTC is part of the Wisconsin Technical College System and serves an 11-county region of west
central Wisconsin. CVTC has an enrollment of 500 students. In addition to the River Falls campus,
CVTC has locations in Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Menomonie, and Neillsville.
There are numerous public and private colleges/universities and technical colleges located in
Wisconsin and Minnesota near River Falls given the City’s proximity to the Twin Cities. In west
central Wisconsin, UW-Stout is located in Menomonie, approximately 40 minutes from River Falls,
and UW-Eau Claire is approximately one hour from River Falls. Wisconsin Indianhead Technical
College (WITC) has a campus in New Richmond, approximately 20 minutes outside of River Falls.

Options for Finding Employees
Census data suggest that over 50 percent of the residents in River Falls commute to work for
longer than 15 minutes. Many of these commuters drive as far as Minneapolis for work. Any
business that locates in River Falls will have the opportunity to tap into the commuting workforce
and allow residents to work where they live.
The St. Croix Valley Job Center is located in River Falls and serves multiple counties as a resource
for announcing and posting job vacancies. The St. Croix’s Economic Development Corporation
and the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation are two county-wide economic
development organizations that routinely publicize company expansions and relocations. The
River Falls Area Chamber of Commerce is another resource where job announcements and
vacancies can be posted.
UW-River Falls offers numerous opportunities for businesses to seek employees. The students at
UWRF provide an opportunity for quality temporary, seasonal, and part-time work. Many of the
employees of UWRF come to River Falls with family members who also seek employment and
present an opportunity for residents to stay local for work.
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Site Locations
River Falls and the surrounding area currently have several site locations that are ready to be
developed for a multi-tenant commercial center. The following concept maps consist of three
examples selected as potential sites for new construction. Sites were selected based on availability
of land, size of property, adjacent features and access and circulation for vehicle and pedestrian
traffic, and rezoning.
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Potential Sites for New Construction
Site A – Sterling Ponds Corporate Park - North River Falls
Due to the northward growth of River Falls, the recent construction of the interchange at Radio
Road and the development occurring within Sterling Ponds, this area extending north has
become a phenomenal area for business activity. With direct access to STH 35, and a vehicle
count of over 16,000 vehicles per day, these sites provide great visibility and access to customers
coming in and out of the newly built Sterling Ponds Corporate Park, residential subdivision and
the City of River Falls. Site A-1 features 10.1 acres of privately-owned land with Commercial
Zoning, with plenty of room for a 15,000 to 20,000 square-foot building. Site A-2 is also
available, with an additional 6.5 acres suited for retail and commercial purposes.
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Potential Sites for New Construction
Site B – STH 35 & STH 65 – North River Falls
This land near STH 35 & STH 65 is well-situated for a multi-tenant commercial center due to its
proximity to two major highways that connect to Interstate 94. This site provides direct access to
Highways 35 and 65, having an average 15,300 vehicles passing by this site each day on STH 35,
and another 4,600 vehicles on STH 65. Site B provides up to 13.9 acres of land with commercial
zoning. This land is served by municipal water and sewer but will require annexation to the City
for further development.
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Potential Sites for New Construction
Sites C – N Main St and County Hwy MM
Site C is situated on a highly-visible intersection just north of the Downtown. An average of
11,600 vehicles drive past this location on North Main Street and another 2,700 vehicles utilize
County Highway MM daily. Once existing buildings are razed, Site C will allow for up to 1.4 acres
of development with commercial zoning. This area, outlined below, could be smaller or larger
depending upon the interest of abutting properties to the north and south. At this time, it is
believed that the property owners included are most interested to sell for land assembly.
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Local Business Leaders
It may be helpful for you to have direct access to local business leaders in order to ask questions
about the business and labor environment in River Falls. Mr. Cernohous and Mr. Metcalf have
expressed their interest in answering questions that you might have about doing business in River
Falls. Feel free to contact them should any questions arise.

Jeff Cernohous

is the founder and President of
Interfacial Consultants, a company that helps innovators
incubate products and technologies that relate to
Advanced Materials and Manufacturing Processes. Jeff is
also the founder of Interfacial Solutions, a contract
materials development company located in Whitetail Ridge
Corporate Park. In 2006, Interfacial Solutions was named
the St. Croix County Emerging Business of the Year and in
2010 earned the distinction of being a “Wisconsin
Company to Watch” by the Wisconsin Entrepreneuers
Network. Interfacial Solutions was also named to the 2010
Inc. 500 at #304. In 2014, Interfacial Solutions was sold to
Stratasys Corporation. The River Falls location is now home
to the Stratasys World Materials Development Center.

jjcernohous@interfacialsolutions.com

Steve Metcalf is President of Air Motion Systems,
a UV systems producer currently located in Whitetail Ridge
Corporate Park. Under Metcalf’s leadership, Air Motion
Systems became one of the first traditional UV systems
producers to utilize LED UV technology. Air Motion
Systems holds numerous patents on LED UV technology,
including its award-winning Peak LED UV XP Series
system. In January 2017, Baldwin Technology Company,
part of the Barry-Wehmiller family of companies, acquired
Air Mostion Systems. The River Falls location is now home
to AMS Spectral UV – A Baldwin Technology Company.

metcalf@airmotionsystems.com
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River Falls Municipal Utilities
Utility services are provided by River Falls Municipal Utilities (RFMU). Our locally-owned utility
enables the City to provide a hands-on approach to providing reliable and cost effective energy
options. RFMU’s energy service representative works with businesses in the community to provide
individualized assistance and a menu of energy options for a variety of business and economic
development needs.

“River Falls does the best job when it comes to giving
us incentives and giving us programs that we can use
to better our business. I just didn’t get that anywhere
else I was.”

-Curt McCall, Minnesota Rubber & Plastics
River Falls Municipal Utilities prides itself on providing businesses with energy efficient options.
Starting in 2015, one such option is the New Construction Economic Development Grant that
RFMU works with businesses to obtain. This grant provides $5,000 per project and free
construction design assistance. Examples of past uses of the grant funding include upgrading to
a higher efficiency HVAC system and installing premium motors.
Providing green energy is another priority for RMFU. Utility customers have opportunities to
purchase blocks of green energy from the Utility. Currently, RFMU ranks fourth nationally in green
energy sales as a percentage of total retail electricity sales. RFMU staff is eager to collaborate with
businesses in River Falls to provide energy tailored to their needs.
The City of River Falls is participating in community solar pilot program through WPPI Energy.
Businesses can benefit by purchasing a share of the total energy production and receive a credit
on their monthly electric bills. For frequently asked questions (FAQs) and the Community Solar
Interest Form visit www.rfmu.org/CommunitySolar.
Another benefit of a locally-owned utility is the reliability of
its services. RFMU conducts its own testing of the electric
and water supply to ensure uninterrupted services. Power
to the northern corporate parks is fed by the City’s newest
substation and additional investments of $350,000 will
ensure continued reliability of the power supply in River
Falls. The City is committed to providing the uninterrupted
power supply that is critical to your operations.
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Why Wisconsin?
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is statutorily designated as
Wisconsin's lead economic development agency. Several programs are available to communities
and businesses in support of economic development
activities that result in capital investment and job creation.
WEDC provides many programs to help businesses fulfill
their growth plans. Options may include bonding authority,
capital finance, grants, or tax credits. To help navigate the
options, WEDC's Regional Account Managers (RAMs)
provide personalized support for the specific needs of your
business as well as coordinating resources from various
partner organizations as needed. Heather Smith is WEDC's
RAM for River Falls and can be reached at (608) 210-6755.
A Commitment to Quality
A strong dedication to quality and a long history of economic stability sets Wisconsin apart as an
excellent place to live and do business.
Wisconsin many assets include:
• A diverse and well-developed economy
• A skilled, adaptable and dependable
workforce
• A highly developed infrastructure
• An education system among the best in the
country
• Strong and growing individual companies
• An exceptional quality of life
• Abundant, well-managed natural resources
• Excellent ground, rail and air transportation
• Commitment to new business
Business Climate
•
•
•
•
•

Wisconsin is the 14th best state for business in 2014 (Chief Executive)
Wisconsin ranked 17th on CNBC’s America’s Top States for Business in 2012 (CNBC)
Wisconsin is among the Top 15 states in industrial production (Bureau of Labor Statistics)
Wisconsin ranks as the 6th smartest state, the 10th safest state, and the 11th most-livable
state (Morgan Quitno Press)
Wisconsin ranks 3rd nationally in percent of total jobs that in manufacturing (Bureau of
Labor Statistics)
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•
•
•
•

Wisconsin’s homeowner insurance rates are the lowest in the U.S. and its auto insurance
rates are 5th lowest (National Insurance Carriers)
Wisconsin’s hospital patient care costs are 20 percent below the national average
(Wisconsin Health and Hospital Association)
Wisconsin has the nation’s 10th shortest travel time to work with an average of 20.3
minutes (Census Bureau)
Ranked 14th as being one of the most livable states (InfoPlease.com)

Business Advantages
Wisconsin is experiencing an economic renaissance. A more competitive Wisconsin exists compared
to decades ago.
• Wisconsin’s business taxes are among the lowest in the country, due to property tax
exemptions for manufacturing machinery and equipment, computers and computer
equipment, inventories and pollution control equipment
• Wisconsin provides tax credits for energy used in manufacturing and R&D expenditures
• Wisconsin has a single-sales-factor tax treatment and a 60 percent capital gains exclusion; no
unitary tax on foreign-owned corporation; no inheritance and gift taxes
• Wisconsin’s worker’s compensation rates for most industries consistently rank among the
lowest in the U.S.
• Wisconsin electric rates are among the lowest in the U.S.; commercial and industrial water and
sewer rates are among the lowest, too
• A Customized Labor Training Fund and more than 500 technical outreach training locations
assist companies in their speciﬁc training needs
• Wisconsin’s technical college system oﬀers more than 800-degree programs and serves one
out of every eight adults – twice the national average
• Wisconsin is among the Top 15 states in industrial production
• In addition to its business advantages, Wisconsin enjoys close proximity to the major markets
of the U.S. and Canada. That means freight cost savings for distribution companies and justin-time production ﬁrms. Within 500 miles of Wisconsin (one day’s shipping) are:
o 33% of the nations’ population
o 31% of all U.S. manufacturing
o 30% of all U.S. business operations
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Why St. Croix Valley Region?
St. Croix and Pierce Counties in Wisconsin are combined with 11 counties in Minnesota to form
the 16-county Minneapolis-St. Paul MN-WI Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).

St. Croix County ranks among Wisconsin’s most dynamic counties. Historically, St. Croix is the
state’s leader in population growth (by percentage increase). St. Croix is the only Wisconsin county
included in the Census Bureau’s 2000-2010 ranking of the 100 Fastest Growing Counties in the
United States.
Interstate 94 is a major factor in shaping the landscape in St. Croix. It gives residents and
businesses an easy connection to Minneapolis-St. Paul and other markets like Madison and
Chicago.

Pierce County’s location and logistics provide businesses with multiple transportation routes. The
Red Wing Regional Airport with a 5,010-foot runway, fuel service and FBO operations located in
southern Pierce County is a convenient option for executive aircraft. Interstate 94 is just north of
Pierce County for easy highway access to the Twin Cities, Chicago, Kansas City, and the rest of the
country. A Mississippi River terminal across from Pierce County provides commodity businesses
with river barrage transportation.
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