222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022

Phone 715-425-0900
Fax 715-425-0915
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 5:15 p.m.
City Hall Training Room

Members Present:
Members Absent:
Staff Present:

Others Present:

Patricia LaRue (Chair) 5:45 p.m., Sean Downing (Council Rep), Brandon Dobbertin,
Brenda Gaulke, Matt Janquart, and Melissa Pedrini.
None.
Cindi Danke-Recreation Coordinator; Mike Stifter-Public Works Director; Mike
Noreen-City Forester; Amy Peterson-Community Development Director; Sam
Burns-Planner; Brenda Rundle-Recreation Assistant; Jaden Barnes-IT Specialist.
Mark Nippoldt-citizen speaker; Riley Schiefelbein-citizen speaker; Lynn Huiskampspeaker; Jonas Selb-Boy Scout speaker; Ben Fochs-citizen; AZ Snyder-Pierce County
Health Officer; Brittany Mora-Pierce County Public Health; Angie Pilgrim-St. Croix
Valley Foundation; and Historic Planning Commission Members Heidi Heinze, Chris
Holtcamp, Lisa Moody, Diane Odeen, and Rebecca Prendergast.

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 5:15 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MSC Dobbertin/Downing to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2021 Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting as amended. Carried 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
1. Mark Nippoldt encouraged creating scenic overlooks of the Lake Louise Basin at Glen Park and
extending the parking lot near the Glen Park pickleball courts.
2. Riley Schiefelbein lives in the Highview Meadows area and discussed ideas for enhancements to
the Highview Meadows Park including soccer goals, shade umbrellas, tennis/pickleball courts,
removing thistles in woodchips, planting some trees/shrubs to block the view of new
apartments, bathroom, and drinking fountain. They understand it would be difficult to get
running water to the park but would like to find out if it’s feasible.
3. Amy Peterson let Park Board know that new staff in the Community Development Department
are Planner Sam Burns (present), Planner Kendra Ellner, and City Planner Emily Shivley.
ACTION ITEMS
1. Boy Scout Jonas Selb returned to Park Board regarding his plan to build a kiosk for the dog park as
his Eagle project. He showed a blueprint and photos of two possible locations. Boy Scouts will
fund it. He would like to install it before winter.

MSC Downing/Dobbertin for Boy Scout Jonas Selb to design, build, and install a kiosk at the
dog park under the direction of Mike and Irv of Public Works. Carried 6-0.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Master of Public Health candidate Lynn Huiskamp was invited by Amy Peterson to share her
presentation and paper which indicates that the built environment predicts health outcomes of
its citizens and says that a more connected community through a well-designed built
environment brings benefits to all. She encourages collaboration between public health
professionals and city planners.
2. Mike Noreen gave a presentation about the updated Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). Approximately
25% of our 8,000 boulevard trees are ash. He anticipates most of them will be infected by EAB
and die within in the next 10 years. The City plans to proactively remove about 150 ash annually
and replant most with a diverse species mix. Citizens with an ash tree in their boulevard
received a post card with three options: remove and replace it, treat it, or wait and see. In the
future there will be an online form for citizens, and more aggressive marketing.
3. Heide Heinze of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) updated Park Board about the seven
photos on the exterior of the Glen Park Pavilion. The Cascade Mill photo was supposed to be the
Glen Park Kitchen photo (on the east side), so HPC would like to pay to switch it out, and they
would also like to pay to switch some nameplates to update the photo credits. Park Board is fine
with the changes. Heidi also said HPC would like to add some photos to the interior of the new
Pavilion, and they will bring their ideas to a future Park Board meeting. Interior photos may also
help with the noise level. HPC is wondering what will happen to the old brown wooden mill sign
from the 1970’s near the Swinging Bridge when it is removed; it is in bad shape.
4. Amy Peterson updated Park Board about the Sterling Ponds Park Disc Golf Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) and the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update/Bike Ped
Plan/Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan process. The Disc Golf MOU went through plan
commission and will move on to City Council. Plan Commission and Council had a joint workshop
to interview two consulting firms for the planning processes and we’re undergoing contraction
negotiations now. The Park and Recreation Advisory Board will be the committee for the
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, and a bike/pedestrian committee will be formed;
anyone interested should email Amy Peterson. The project is expected to get going this year.
5. Mike Stifter updated Park Board about upcoming projects and the CIP. The Glen Park Pool season
has wrapped up and the splash pad will be open through this weekend. Brandon’s Park and
Wells Park are high on the list for next year, and the pickleball court will be resurfaced.
CALENDAR
The next Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting will be October 20, 2021.
ADJOURNMENT
MSC Gaulke/Dobbertin to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Rundle
Recreation Assistant

