Community Development Department

222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
October 19, 2022, at 6:00 pm
RIVER FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY: LOWER LEVEL
140 Union St, River Falls, WI
AGENDA
CALL HPC MEETING TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES
Minutes of the September 14, 2022 and September 21, 2022 meetings.
HPC MEMBER VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORT
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Glover School images
2. The Glen sign
3. CLG Meeting update
4. Media Review Public Access
5. Caption for Train Depot
ACTION ITEMS
CALENDAR
Next Historic Preservation Commission meeting November 9, 2022, in the City Hall Training Room.
ADJOURNMENT
Council members may be in attendance for informational purposes only.
No official Council action will be taken.
NOTE: Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act that
requires the meeting or materials to be in an accessible location or format may contact City Clerk Amy
White at (715)-426-3408 or in person at 222 Lewis Street for accommodations. Requests for
accommodations should be made at least three (3) business days in advance of the meeting. Every effort
will be made to arrange accommodations.
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MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
September 14, 2022, at 6:00 pm
Glen Park Pavilion
HPC Members Present: Heidi Heinze, Jayne Hoffman, Mark Anderson, Denton Anderson, Pam Friede,
Jeff Bjork (Council Rep- tardy)
HPC Members Absent: Julie Huebel (excused)
Staff Present:
Kendra Ellner – Planner
Others Present:
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 6:04 p.m.
HPC MEMBER VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORT
Heinze – 25 hours
Hoffman – 5 hours
Mark Anderson – 1 hour
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF August 24, 2022
M/Denton Anderson, S/Pam Friede 5-0 motion passes.
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items
Mark Anderson praised Heinze for her hard work on pop-up museum. Heinze mentioned that
somethings have changed related to the flyer and its currently displayed downstairs in City Hall’s
lower-level atrium. The pop-up is still scheduled to be at Glover School on October 1st. Friede
asked if she could walk her class to City Hall to see the pop-up and Ellner encouraged it.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Glover School images
Hoffman discussed the cost of framing the two maps and type of material that would be best to
preserve them. Hoffman said HPC would just have to pay for the material and her friend would
do the work. Heinze mentioned it’s best to get three different quotes, but all agreed either way
it would be pricey. Mark Anderson suggested making a copy of the maps so that HPC doesn’t
have to worry about damaging or aging the originals and that would lower the cost of framing
materials. HPC seemed in consensus to investigating FedEx or another company that could do a
flatbed scan instead of rolling one at City Hall. In addition, Hoffman did not get a lot of feedback
for Glover School images. Ellner showed HPC a folder of other images found in the City Hall

internal files and HPC seemed in consensus to choosing a few from the file. Ellner mentioned
that Cindi Danke was hoping HPC could do outside kiosk information and inside images. Heinze
said adding the Glover Station School sign would be a nice touch as well. HPC will continue
discussions of determining images and information.
2. The Glen sign
Mark Anderson mentioned the best print quality for the design is a sturdy vinyl material and
shared some material samples with the group. Anderson mentioned that he like the National
Parks site Ellner shared but wanted to talk to Mike Stifter and Public Works crew for their ability
to build the stand, base, and frame. Anderson will still work on getting quotes for the sturdier
frame and material to mount the vinyl on whether, steel or thinner material. Bjork suggested
deciding on the material and size of the posts and then ordering the sign. HPC seemed in
consensus on the progress and hopes to get it all ordered by end of year.
3. CLG Meeting
Heinze discussed when and where the meeting will take place (Sept. 21st at 6pm in the Glen Park
Pavilion) and said 4 people have RSVP’d so far and hopefully more people will show up. Heinze
encouraged the HPC members to show up with their T-shirts. They will not have to say much as
she will kick off the meeting then pass it along to Jason Tish. Heinze reiterated this is for next
year’s grant cycle, and the application is due in December. Ellner chimed in to conclude that the
meeting has been posted on the City website and posted the agenda at City Hall.
4. Glen Park Pavilion indoor image captions
HPC walked into the hallway to see if additional captions are needed for the Crow’s Nest and In
the Glen photos, there was consensus that it was not necessary but possibly adding a date. HPC
walked back into the main pavilion space and discussed the Donut girls and panorama. Ellner
shared the drafted caption that was shared before the meeting. HPC read it over together and
for the Donut girls they agreed to add a sentence or two for describing the Normal School and
that 17 out of the 18 women became teachers. Next, they reviewed the panorama of Junction
Falls and Cascade Falls caption. HPC seemed in consensus about the caption and Hoffman
mentioned she would make the suggested edits. Heinze asked the group what they thought
about the sizing- the group agreed to keep the captions to on half a sheet of paper and adjust
the size of the text as needed, since most people will be able to view it pretty close up.
5. Media Review Public Access
Bjork mentioned that Jason Shrank is really interested in assisting transferring onto new media
but is currently in mourning. Bjork offered to store it temporarily if needed. Ellner offered to
take a picture for the group to show the actual size of the collection. Heinze recommended
Bjork to take the lead, but Bjork will work with Ellner to take inventory before any decisions are
made and will discuss with the group at the next meeting.
ACTION ITEMS
Adjourned 7:01
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MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
September 21, 2022, at 6:00 pm
Glen Park Pavilion
HPC Members Present: Heidi Heinze (Chair), Jayne Hoffman, Mark Anderson, and Jeff Bjork (Council
Rep)
Staff Present:
Sterling Hackney – It Specialist
Others Present:
Jason Tish – WHS representative
Owners in attendance:
1. Barbara Kolpin – Individually eligible
2. Casie Radford / Aron Thomas – East district
3. Valerie & Tim Wood – West district
4. Bryan Mulrooney – East district
5. Valerie Ryan – East district
6. Paul & Debbie Cudd – East district
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. HPC Introduction
Heinze introduced herself and acknowledged a few of the commissioners present, Jeff Bjork,
Mark Anderson, and Jayne Hoffman. Heinze commented that HPC is part of the Certified Local
Government (CLG), not a non-profit. Heinze reviewed the HPC presentation of what HPC has
been doing and other activities HPC does, such as plaques, the new Glen sign, National Register
application, trainings and more. Heinze explained the process of being on HPC and someone
asked how they could possibly serve on the commission. Heinze advised them to send a letter to
Mayor, Dan Toland, requesting to be a part of HPC or another advisory board because there
may be openings or expiring terms. Heinze then introduced Jason Tish, the Certified Local
Government and Historic Preservation Education Coordinator, he works for the state historical
society and travelled all the way from Madison, WI. Lastly, Heinze promoted some of their
posters and postcards that attendees could take on their way out of the meeting later.
2. WHS Presentation
Jason began with complimenting River Falls’ thriving downtown and mentioned he has not
visited before. Tish’s presentation provided some context to what he does and how the state
historical society works. He then described the purpose and process of the National Register.
o

Local Designation Vs. National Register

Tish described the National Register (NRHP)as an honorary program as it means that a
structure meets federal standards of historical significance. Owners of “Contributing”
properties are eligible for tax credit programs. Communities with historic districts use
them to cultivate a local identity and sense of place, attract visitors, businesses,
residents. Places that are listed have no rules or regulations on what owners can do with
their properties. Owners are not required to maintain their property to strict historic
standards or rebuild them if they are destroyed by flood, fire, other natural disaster.
Owners are not required to allow visitors into their buildings.
The NRHP program is voluntary, and incentive based. The incentives are tax credits to
maintaining historic character, but no rules or mandates. It doesn’t matter or effect the
value of a property and does not increase property taxes.
o

Current historic properties in River Falls
Tish described five buildings that have the current NR designation: North and South Hall,
Glen Park Swimming Pool, Swinging Bridge, Freeman House (220 N Third St.). There was
discussion about the image on the presentation as it showed the incorrect house but
was the correct address. Tish noted that there are thousands of properties in their
database so sometimes items need to be updated.

o

Surveyed properties, potentially eligible properties, and listed properties
Tish acknowledged two surveys that have been completed in River Falls, one in 1991
and another in 2015 that identified many potentially eligible historic buildings and
districts. However, the 22 residential properties that were identified in 1991 went down
to 11 in 2015 because of alterations and or there was significant damage such as a fire.
There are currently 5 listed and 45 eligible commercial and residential.

o

Tax credit and economic development benefits
Tish mentioned that being on the NR can be an economic development tool. In addition
to some tax credits that may be used by owners of residential properties (single-family
homes). They are returns of up to 25% of costs on qualifying expenses: roofing, exterior
paint, electrical, plumbing, HVAC, exterior repairs. There is a WI Commercial Tax Credit
Program with returns up to 20% of costs on qualifying expenses and Federal Commercial
Rehab Tax Credit program with returns up to 20% of costs on qualifying expenses.
However, if redeemed all work must meet standards for historic rehabilitation. Tish
showed some project examples from all over WI.

o

Process to apply for designation
Tish mentioned that there are 76 CLG’s in WI. River Falls is currently considering
nominating these two addresses: 220 S. 4th St. and 108 S. 6th St. there is still time to add
more properties to the application (no limit), as it is not due until December. Tish
reiterated this is voluntary, and there is a process to allow the property owner to object
before being officially acknowledged. Heinze asked the difference between individual,
and district registers as some properties are eligible differently and what % of properties
in a historic district need to be nominated to designate it. Tish responded 51% of homes
that are identified in a district need to agree to be registered for the district designation,
there cannot be individual homes on the NR if they are part of a district. Homes
identified in the survey outside of districts are individually acknowledged. There was a

discussion about the district boundaries and pursuing the register. The map was pulled
on the screen for clarification.
Tish also clarified the difference between local designation and national. Heinze
mentioned that none of the properties invited are for local designation. Tish agreed and
stated because River Falls is a CLG it’s required to have an ordinance for local
designation. Which is separate from national, and the City has more local control over
permits and historic exterior design through the local program. Reiterating the national
register is an honorary designation for tax credits.
Heinze mentioned that there is no other work for the property owners to do besides
consent to having their property listed in the application. HPC will be doing the full
application and hope to get a grant to hire a consultant to do the work for the official
designation. The timeline will likely be next year. Heinze shared that the WHS website
has a lot of resources if people wanted to do more research. Someone asked if the East
district was national or local and Heinze reiterated that there are very few locally
designated properties and that program is a completely different process, this meeting
is specifically for the national register.
3. Questions and discussion
Someone asked the difference between individual and district designation. If a property owner
in a district wants to designate their property, are they allowed to? Heinze responded that
properties identified in the district would not qualify for individual it would be district of houses
identified. Heinze asked Tish if there’s a possibility to re-reach out to those properties owners to
see if they would be interested in support of applying. Tish encouraged it. Someone asked if HPC
could work on getting more support for the district. Heinze suggested writing another letter.
Bjork suggested to get neighbors to talk and get support.
Heinze said that a property is on the register there is no restrictions or reasons you would get
kicked off unless the property was completely removed/demoed. Tish interjected and said the
only reason for delisting is if it’s requested by the City or someone notifies WHS.
Heinze reiterated next steps – to get confirmation from the property owners who would really
like to apply and then HPC would apply for the grant to get a consultant to apply the potentially
eligible properties on their behalf and once confirmed they meet the standards they will be
listed on the National Register.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
October 19, 2022
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEMS
1. Glover School images
HPC will continue to discuss potential images for the space and outside kiosk. Images will be shared
during the meeting. Attached are the maps that HPC will discuss the cost of scanning and printing size: 34 ½ W X 39 ¾ L.
• Scanning: $90 per map
• Printing: $44 per map
2. The Glen sign
HPC will discuss updates on the sign’s manufacturing details, a summary of the quotes is below. See
approved design and Gopher signs full quote attached.
• Gopher Signs - $633.66
• Hub70 - $318
3. CLG Meeting update
HPC will recap the details of the CLG meeting on September 21st at Glen Park Pavilion. See meeting
minutes and a second letter drafted to be sent to property owners in East and West districts.
4. Media Review Public Access
HPC will continue to discuss how they want to approach the media content in the City IT
department that was from many of the public access channels. A proposal was made by Pierce
County Historical Association (PCHA) to house the materials. Images of the collection are attached.
5. Caption for Train Depot
HPC will discuss possible captions for the Train Depot located by the lower-level doors in City Hall.
Image attached.
ACTION ITEMS

Page 1 of 7

AGENDA ITEM #1 – GLOVER SCHOOL IMAGES
Maps –
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AGENDA ITEM #2 – THE GLEN SIGN
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Sales Quotation
Quote # 1954-001
Prepared For: River Falls, WI HST PRS COMM
Mark Anderson
TBD

Ship To: TBD
River Falls, WI 54022

mark.anderson@andersencorp.com
(715)529-1922
Sales Rep: JRP

Line
5

Item
400001

Quote is effective from: 10/04/22

Item Description

Quantity (EA)

Price / U.O.M.

Extended Price

IMAGELOC CUSTOM SIGN
72X28 SF

Options:
Panel A
Panel Width (INCH): 72.00
Panel Height (INCH): 28.00
Panel Total SQ FT: 14.00
.125 Panel Thickness
Single Side Print
Square/Rectangle
1/8" Corner Radius (default)
No Holes
3/8"-16 x.75" STD for Pedestal
No System/Unframed

10

400002

(Quantity =8)
1

$503.66 / EA

$503.66

1

$55.00 / EA

$55.00

1

$75.00 / EA

$75.00

IMAGELOC SIGN SETUP FEE
CNC AND ARTWORK FILE

Applies to each unique size/shape cut path, includes one
graphic file setup.
15

950501

FREIGHT CHARGES
PREPAY&ADD ESTIMATE

Due to the shipping industry’s volatility, we are unable to
provide a firm rate quote on shipments. This is an estimate
only, current rates will be determined at time of shipment
of goods.

Project Total:

ACCEPTED BY:_______________________

$633.66

ACCEPTED DATE:_________________

All prices are FOB Clear Lake, SD, 57226 unless otherwise noted. Pricing does not include applicable sales tax. Payment is due prior to
shipping or on net 30 day terms with approved credit. Accepted credit cards include: Visa & MasterCard.

All quotes have an expiration date of 30 days. If you would like to move forward with a project that we have quoted, please
10/4/2022

Quote Number

1954-001

Description: ImageLOC
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All quotes have an expiration date of 30 days. If you would like to move forward with a project that we have quoted, please
verify/provide accurate ship-to and bill-to information. A returned signed copy is required to create the order based on the
information provided in the approved quote. Unless previously arranged, most orders require 50% down payment for the
order to be put into production. The final balance due will also be required prior to your order shipping.
(A credit application is available upon request to develop alternate payment terms.)
I have included a link to an upload folder in our Art Portal. (Please provide contact info for art submission and approval.)
Prepress guidelines are available on our website in PDF/Documents tab or here
<https://www.gophersign.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Prepress-Guidelines_092821_lr.pdf>. When your payment has
processed and final artwork is approved in the portal, an Order Acknowledgment will be generated and your order will be
scheduled for production. Lead times can fluctuate based on current production capacity.
Credit card transactions will be subject to a credit card processing fee equal to 2% of the order total.
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Quote Number

1954-001

Description: ImageLOC
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AGENDA ITEM #3 – CLG Meeting Update
City of River Falls Historic Preservation Commission
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

Dear Property Owner,

October 19, 2022

Sorry we missed you at our workshop for the National Register! We have received interest from property
owners, that want to be designated in the two potentially eligible districts in River Falls. However, at least
51% of property owners in that district need to approve to be nominated in order to process the
application. Your property was identified in one of the two districts; therefore we are reaching out again to
invite you to attend the City of River Falls Historic Preservation Commission meeting to learn about the
benefits and designation process for the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register is a nonrestrictive, honorary program that can provide tax credits for eligible improvements.
When:
Where:
Who:

Wednesday, November 9, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.
City Hall, Training Room - 222 Lewis St.
Property owners, realtors, others interested in historic preservation

The City currently has five individually listed properties on the National Register:
• South Hall, 320 East Cascade Avenue
• North Hall, 321 East Cascade Avenue
• The Swinging Bridge
• Freeman House, 220 North Third Street
• Glen Park Swimming Pool, Glen Park
There is no obligation or charge to you, as under your consent, HPC will complete and pay all application
processes on your behalf. For more information please visit wisconsinhistory.org (or scan the QR code
below). If you are interested in listing your property on the National Register, the meeting will provide
guidance on the process and education on potential funding resources that may be available from the
Wisconsin Historical Society. If you have any questions, or are unable to attend but are interested in being
listed, please contact:
o
o

Kendra Ellner, Planner at kellner@rfcity.org | 715-426-3459
Heidi Heinze, Chair to the Historic Preservation Commission at heidiheinze72@gmail.com

We hope to see you there.
Sincerely,

Kendra Ellner, Planner
222 Lewis Street, River Falls, WI 54022
(715) 426-3459 (Direct)
(715) 425-0900 (City General Inquiries)

Scan the QR code with
your mobile device for
more information.

Agenda Item #4 – Media Review Public Access
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Agenda Item #5 – Caption for Train Depot (image)
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