COMMON COUNCIL AGENDA
April 23, 2019
Call Meeting to Order – 6:30 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes – April 9, 2019, Meeting Minutes Page 3
Approval of Bills (Morrissette) $
*** NOTE: OFFICIAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY AGENDA ITEM ***
PUBLIC COMMENT, PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Public Comment
2. Municipal Court Presentation
3. Group Project Presentation by UWRF Students
CONSENT AGENDA:
4. Acknowledgement of the following minutes:
a. EMS Advisory Board – 3/4/19 Page 7
b. River Falls Housing Authority – 3/13/19 Page 9
c. Historic Preservation Commission – 3/13/19 Page 10
d. Plan Commission – 3/5/19 Page 12
e. BID Board – 3/12/19 Page 14
f. Park and Recreation Advisory Board – 2/20/19 and 3/20/19 Page 16
g. Utility Advisory Board – 3/18/19 Page 20
h. Powerful Choices – 3/14/19 Page 22
i. West Central Wisconsin Biosolids – 2/28/19 Page 24
5. Resolution Designating the Official City Newspaper Page 26
6. Resolution Approving Bid for the 2019 Sanitary Lining Project Page 33
7. Resolution Awarding Bid for 2019 Rout and Seal Program Page 38
REPORTS:
8. Administrator’s Report Page 42
9. Comptroller’s Report
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
10. Proclamation Designating Clerks’ Week Page 46
11. Police Week Proclamation Page 47
12. Arbor Day Proclamation Page 48
13. Rotary Day Proclamation Page 53
CLOSED SESSION:
14. Recess into Closed Session per Wisconsin State Statutes § 19.85(1)(e) for the following purposes:
“deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting
other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.”
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COMMON COUNCIL AGENDA
April 23, 2019
Page 2
RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION:
15. Take action on Closed Session Items if necessary
ADJOURNMENT
Posted (City Hall/PSB/Library): 4/18/19; Published: 4/18/19
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CITY OF RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN
COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
April 9, 2019
Council President Scott Morrissette called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers
located in City Hall.
City Council Members Present: Todd Bjerstedt, Sean Downing, Christopher Gagne, Scott Morrissette,
Diane Odeen, Michael Page, Hal Watson
Members Absent: Mayor Dan Toland
Staff Present: City Administrator Scot Simpson; Assistant City Administrator Julie Bergstrom; Police
Chief Gordon Young; Assistant to the City Administrator Brandt Johnson; EMS Director Jason Stroud;
Civil Engineer Zach Regnier; City Engineer Reid Wronski; Communications Manager Mary
Zimmermann; Utility Director Kevin Westhuis; Community Development Director Buddy Lucero;
Finance Director Sarah Karlsson; Deputy Chief Jon Aubert; Sergeant Scott Bangert; Sergeant Elizabeth
Posel; Officer Christopher Kober; Officer James Walker; Senior Civil Engineer Crystal Raleigh;
Operations Director Mike Stifter; others
Others Present: Elizabeth Bowden, Chelsea Richter, Joe Conrad, Lauren Evans, others
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
March 26, 2019, Meeting Minutes
MSC Watson/Odeen approve minutes. Unanimous.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:
$1,933,214.13
MSC Gagne/Downing to approve bills subject to the comptroller. Unanimous.
PUBLIC COMMENT, PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
Elizabeth Bowden, 317 Clark Street – talked about a tourism meeting she had attended, City meeting
notices, an upcoming meeting on commuter rail, and her concerns regarding a housing project off Clark
Street near City Hall.
Chelsea Richter, 220 W, Cedar Street – spoke at length about her concerns regarding the housing project
off Clark Street. She wanted to see a different use for the site and the public comment period extended for
the project.
Joe Conrad, 420 Spring Street – came to speak about the proposed Depot/City Station. He wanted the
Council to reconsider the project. He questioned if the project was in the correct location.
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Lauren Evans, 317 Clark Street – came to River Falls as student attending the university. She hadn’t
planned on speaking but hoped the people who spoke about the project would be heard.
Alderperson Downing wished Mayor Toland and former Councilor Jeff Bjork a healthy recovery. He
encouraged attendance at an upcoming meeting on passenger trains.
Recognition of Buddy Lucero
Council President Scott Morrissette recognized and thanked Community Development Director Buddy
Lucero for his 20 years of service to the City. Lucero said he came to the City looking for a job and house
but found a home. He thanked the Council, staff, and community for the opportunity.
Police Officer of the Year
Police Chief Young recognized Christopher Kober, an eight-year veteran, as the 2018 Officer of the Year,
an award voted on by peers. Young talked about Kober and his many qualifications saying he is a leader
who quickly answers calls, goes above and beyond expectations, and is willing to assist. Kober embodies
the department’s mission to protect with courage and serve with compassion. Young talked about Kober’s
volunteerism outside of work. Kober was presented the award and received a standing ovation.
Report on Emergency Government
Sergeant Scott Bangert provided a presentation on emergency government. He talked about emergency
weather awareness week including the siren schedule, when sirens are activated, the types of hazards,
tornado information, shelters available in the City, emergency preparedness and supplies, and weather
resources.
Council President Morrissette reminded people to pay attention to activated sirens. He thanked Bangert
for the presentation.
PUBLIC HEARING:
Resolution No. 6361 to Vacate Right of Way within the City of River Falls (Depot/City Station)
At 7:07 p.m. Council President Morrissette recessed into a Public Hearing. He asked for comments.
Joe Conrad, 420 Spring Street – he didn’t have anything new to add; he just wanted to reiterate his
previous comments.
Lauren Evans, 317 Clark Street - talked about the importance of affordable housing and asked if the
vacation of the apartment building vacation was related to the building project or the flood plain.
Morrissette said it was due to the building project. Evans said affordable housing is important to
university students. Morrissette asked Evans to stick to the topic of the rezoning. Evans asked the Council
to consider zoning in a more productive manner that meets the needs for the citizens.
With no other comments, Council President Morrissette moved back into Open Session at 7:09 p.m.
MS Gagne/Page move to approve resolution. Morrissette asked for Council discussion.
Alderperson Gagne wanted to provide a history of the property. He talked about the property being
deemed for potential office space. He talked about the City’s transparency and information being posted
to the website for the public to view.
Alderperson Watson was grateful to the public speakers. The comments have been heard; he may
disagree, but they have had an impact. Watson spoke about the process and transparency. He talked about
attending a Plan Commission workshop and learning about planned urban development which has a
compressed time process. He felt the timeline process needs to be broadened allowing for more public
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input. Watson shared his thoughts in decision-making saying residents will continue to have access to the
river. He would not support any development along the river which wouldn’t allow the public to have
access. Watson said this project would fund part of the Kinni Corridor Plan up to a $1 million. Area to the
south will be freed along the river. He talked about balancing bringing in funds for projects that will
benefit the urban river interface. He felt it was a reasonable compromise. Watson encouraged residents to
follow the Plan Commission and to offer to serve on City committees.
Alderperson Downing thanked speakers for their comments. He talked about the importance of affordable
housing. He agreed with Watson’s comments. He asked about transportation to that area. Council
President Morrissette asked Downing to keep questions to the topic of zoning.
City Administrator Simpson said the resolution was about the vacating of right of way. He said it up to
the Chair’s discretion on how far discussion could wander.
With no other comments, Morrissette asked for a vote on the motion. The motion passed with all
voting in favor.
Ordinance 2019-06 to Amend the Official Zoning Map and Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive
Plan of the City of River Falls (Depot and City Station Development Areas – Second Reading and
Disposition
At 7:20 p.m. Council President Morrissette recessed into a Public Hearing. He asked for new
comments.
City Administrator Simpson suggested that the public be allowed to reaffirm previous comments.
Morrissette agreed.
Joe Conrad, Chelsea Richter, Elizabeth Bowden and Lauren Evan all came to the podium to reaffirm their
previous comments.
Jennifer King, 308 N. Fremont Street – she was opposed to rezoning the property.
With no other comments, Council President Morrissette moved back into Open Session at 7:24 p.m.
MS Gagne/Page move to approve ordinance. Morrissette asked for discussion.
Gagne thought it was a great use of space. He noted it was slated for commercial use for some time. He
appreciated the public comments. Gagne talked about the housing study which shows there are housing
needs – some of which is income-based.
With no other comments, Morrissette asked for a vote. All voted in favor of the motion. It passed
unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Resolution No. 6362 - Approving the 2019 Wisconsin DNR Urban Nonpoint Source and Storm Water
Program Planning Grant Application→→pulled by Downing
Downing asked if any other grants were pursued and what happens if the City doesn’t receive the grant.
Senior Civil Engineer Crystal Raleigh said no other grants were pursued. Right now, this is a planning
study. This is a bad outfall with a lot of erosion. The City could fix the outfall within the current budget
but receiving this grant would allow the City to study the area and decide if there are other better design
options. If the City doesn’t receive the grant, staff can look at other grants or funding sources.
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Morrissette had a similar question. This project would have to be added to the CIP budget as it is not
currently in it. Assistant City Administrator Bergstrom said it could come out of the existing maintenance
funds if it is a small enough amount. Raleigh provided further clarification about the project and funding.
She also noted that the City could apply for a construction grant from the DNR.
MSC Downing/Page move to approve resolution. Unanimous.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
Resolution No. 6363 - Regarding Extension of Highview Meadows Addition Preliminary Plat
Alderperson Downing asked if residents could ask for quicker internet speeds during the five-year
extension and how does that apply to other City residents.
Morrissette said this was only a plat – there are no residents or services there. Downing asked about
timing. Morrissette said the utilities come in with the preliminary plat. It is a bit premature for an answer
to the question.
Utility Director Westhuis talked about joint trenching with the telecoms. He thought the “latest and
greatest” would be offered to residents when that happens. Morrissette asked to get back on topic and
asked for a motion.
MSC Odeen/Downing move to approve resolution. Unanimous.
Resolution No. 6364 - Regarding Police Building Design and Construction Management
MSC Gagne/Odeen move to approve resolution. Unanimous.
REPORTS:
Administrator’s Report
Bergstrom reminded the Council of a retreat and organizational meeting. Gagne asked about taking the
oath of office. Bergstrom said the oaths were set for April 16 at noon. Staff would let Councilors know if
there is a change.
Morrissette asked Westhuis to talk about the upcoming electronics recycling event. Westhuis provided
information.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor’s Appointments
MSC Watson/Odeen for reappointment of Patrick Richter and Kevin Swanson to the Utility
Advisory Board through April 2022. Unanimous.
MSC Bjerstedt/Downing move to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. Unanimous.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristi McKahan, Deputy Clerk
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EMS ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
March 4, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m.
River Falls City Hall
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI

Call Meeting to Order 6:31 p.m.
Advisory Board Members Present:
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Carole Mottaz, Gary Donath, Kent Kittleson, Jeanne
Wespetal, Judy Edgar, Ken McNiff
Also Present: Jason Stroud, EMS Director

Advisory Board Members Absent:

Hal Watson

Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting Amended Minutes from October 1, 2018.
MSC Donath/Wespetal to approve Amended October 1, 2018 minutes. Unanimous.
Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting Minutes from December 3, 2018.
MSC Wespetal/Donath to approve December 3, 2018 minutes. Unanimous.
1) EMS Department Annual Report
EMS Department
A little over half of the hours needed to cover shifts are provided by full time staff. The
challenge is in covering the rest of the shifts with part-time and casual staff members.
Department Highlights
Allina Partnership – The protocols provided by Allina are designed to be generic and we will
be working on writing WI specific protocols by the end of the year. The chaplain, Chris, will
be coming to the March training.
Community outreach – The decision was made to eliminate the Community Liaison position
due to budget constraints. The services will be evaluated and provided by other members of
the service.
EMS Vehicle Information
The ready reserve ambulance will be housed at the Prescott station.
•
•

Medic QRV8 was sold to the City and the City bought the ambulance service a Ford
Escape to be used for transportation to events and training, as the QRV8 was rarely
used.
The Command Trailer was sold at auction. It was purchased to be used during mass
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•

casualty scenarios but was expensive to keep updated and the counties now provide
them.
The 2015 Bobcat was sold to the City for $10,000 and can be borrowed as needed.

2018 Billing Information
Wespetal asked why the reimbursement rate for Non-Resident BLS runs was so much lower
than that for residents. Stroud explained that Medicare only reimburses a certain amount
regardless of whether the service occurred as a resident or not.
Mottaz asked why the Standby/MVC reimbursement rate was so low and it was explained
that this is often an out-of-pocket expense that customers don’t pay.
EXPENSES
Stroud explained that 2018 was an anomaly in that there was an overlap of compensation for
Medical Directors during the change in leadership, there is a service member on long term
leave who was paid at the same time as her replacement and the purchase of the secure
medications vending machine was considered essential.
However, there is the potential that there will be a negative discrepancy between revenues
and expenditures in the future so certain actions had to be taken. To date they are as follows,
1. Less coverage from midnight to 6 am to match run volume
2. Elimination of the Community Outreach position
3. Sale of two vehicles
4. Change of billing service
Stroud emphasized that none of these changes have affected the quality of care.
Adjournment: MSC Donath/Wespetal at 7:27 p.m.
Next meeting date April 1, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Brandt Johnson
Assistant to the City Administrator
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the River Falls Housing Authority March 13, 2019
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Vice Chair Nick Carow called the meeting to order at 6:30
Present: Jacqueline Niccum, Matt Fitzgerald, Nick Carow
Absent: Todd Bjerstedt, Amy Peterson
Also Present: Anne McAlpine, Executive Director
MINUTES M/S/C Fitzgerald/Niccum to approve the minutes of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the River
Falls Housing Authority February 13, 2019
M/S/C Fitzgerald/Niccum to approve the minutes of Minutes of the Closed Session of the River Falls Housing
Authority February 13, 2019
Chris Gagne, City Council was present to observe the meeting.
CONSENT ITEMS
1. MSC Niccum/Fitzgerald to approve the following consent items:
FY 2018 Windmill Place Audit Report
Resolution # 543 Edgewater/Briarwood Revitalization Loan
Resolution # 542 Edgewater/Briarwood Revitalization Grant
ACTION ITEMS
M/S/C Niccum/Carow to approve payment of bills and financial report.

REPORTS
1. Vacancy and Re-rental Report – McAlpine reported that three units in Edgewater and Briarwood are on hold
for the renovation work. Applicants are in process for other vacant units.
CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS REPORT
Fitzgerald/Niccum to adjourn at 7:10
Respectfully submitted, Anne McAlpine, Executive Director
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Community Development Department
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MARCH 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Council Chambers

4C

HPC Members Present: Heidi Heinze, Mark Anderson, Jayne Hoffman, Michael Page, Jeff Bjork, Pam Friede
(in at 6:05, out at 7:00)
HPC Members Absent: Denton Anderson
Staff Present:
Brandy Howe, Sam Wessel
Others Present:
None
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 6:03 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 13, 2019
M/Bjork, S/M. Anderson – motion carried 5-0
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Bjork acknowledged River Falls School District Superintendent, Jamie Benson, and staff for the excellent
commemorative send-off for the Academy building. All agreed that it was a successful farewell.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Power Plant – Local Landmark
Heinze prepared a draft letter to Scot Simpson regarding the proposed landmark designation for the
Power Plant/site that was distributed at the February HPC meeting. The Commission reviewed the draft
and discussed edits, including the addition of a line requesting the City Council to direct staff to draft a
resolution of support for landmark designation. The HPC asked staff to make some other minor edits,
add an image to depict the proposed area for designation, and to provide the signed letter to Scot
Simpson and the City Council.
2. Chapter 3 of the Preservation Plan
Staff provided a revised draft of Chapters 1-3 of the Preservation Plan. The HPC reviewed the proposed
changes and suggested some additional revisions. Howe will revise the documents and provide an
updated version at the March meeting that will include the next chapter of the plan.
3. Veteran’s Park Plaque
Heinze reported that she found a newspaper article from 1948 that references “Main Street Park” as
the place where a “list of honored soldiers” was displayed during war years. She also prepared draft
verbiage for a plaque, which was reviewed by the HPC and they offered some edits. Heinze will share
the draft with American Legion for their review. Once that has been signed off on by the Legion, staff
will get a cost estimate to have the plaque made in bronze, as requested by the Legion.
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4. NPS Grant Opportunity for Swinging Bridge Restoration
Page reported that he and City staff met to come up with a game plan to write and submit the grant for
swinging bridge rehabilitation. He and staff will be working on this and plan to submit by the April 1,
2019 deadline.
5. Plaque for the Walker Farm
Heinze reported that Carrol Mottaz requested a plaque to mark her home as the Walker Farm. Heinze
noted that in these cases the HPC has split the cost of the plaque 50/50 with the property owner. The
HPC reviewed draft text provided by Carrol Mottaz and will research this a little further in advance of
the next meeting. Once a narrative has been finalized, staff will get a quote for an angled plaque on a
pedestal.
6. Local Landmark/National Register Outreach
Howe reported that Joe DeRose from the Wisconsin Historical Society offered to come to River Falls to
hold a workshop to educate residents about local and national landmark designations. The HPC will
consider this as they go forward with this work plan item.

CALENDAR
Next meeting April 10, 2019.
AJOURNMENT
Hoffman made a motion to adjourn at 7:05 p.m.
M/Hoffman, S/Bjork – motion carried 5-0
Respectfully submitted,

Brandy Howe, Senior Planner
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Community Development Department
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

MINUTES
PLAN COMMISSION
March 5, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers

4D

Members Present: Scott Morrissette, Lisa Moody, Susan Reese, Bill Stuessel, Dan Toland, Michael
Woolsey Members Absent: Craig Hinzman
Staff Present:
Amy Peterson, Sam Wessel, Brandy Howe, Dave Hovel
Others Present: None

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 6:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
M/Morrissette, S/Stuessel – motion carried 6-0
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
CURRENT ITEMS
The Depot/City Station Development Project Overview
Howe presented to the Commission. She reported that staff received a request from Gerrard
Development, LLC to develop a 2.26-acre parcel at the intersection of Clark and Cedar Streets, north of
City Hall. The project site is located in TID #14 which was created in 2018 with the intent to redevelop
this site with a residential project. The City is currently in negotiations with the Gerrard on a
development agreement and that is anticipated to go to City Council for review on March 12. The overall
development is referred to by two names: The Depot and City Station. The Depot will be a 50-unit,
affordable senior housing project and City Station will be a 24-unit, market rate apartment building; both
are anticipated to fill housing needs identified in the Housing Needs Analysis. The project requires
multiple approvals before it can move forward, including: a development agreement, rezoning, future
land use map amendment, right-of-way vacation, certified survey map, development review, and
planned unit development (PUD) approvals. The Plan Commission is reviewing the rezoning, future land
use map amendment, right-of-way vacations, and general development plan (step 1 of the PUD).
The proposed zoning for the site is R3 multifamily residential, which is consistent with the proposed use
and the zoning identified in the TID #14 Redevelopment Plan. A future land use map amendment is a
statutory requirement for consistency between the zoning map and the comprehensive plan. Staff is
proposing the high-density residential land use category with a portion of the site preserved as
conservancy. Right-of-way in the vicinity has been identified by City staff and the City Council as surplus
that can be vacated and included in the development site. This includes a 10-foot strip along Clark Street
and 2,025 square feet of right-of-way formerly known as River Street.
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Next steps include review of the Developer’s Agreement by City Council on March 12; general
development plan (GDP) review by the Plan Commission on March 19; City Council review of the
rezoning, future land use amendment and GDP on March 26; and rezoning, future land use amendment,
and right-of-way vacation for final review on April 9, 2019.
Public Hearing for The Depot/City Station General Development Plan
The Mayor opened the public hearing. No comments.
Consideration of Resolution PC 2019-01 Recommending an Amendment to the Official Zoning Map
and Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan of the City of River Falls
Morrissette made a motion to approve PC 2019-01.
M/Morrissette, S/Woolsey – motion carried 6-0
Consideration of Resolution PC 2019-02 Recommending Vacation of Surplus Right-of-Way in Blocks 78
and 79 of NN & OS Powell’s Addition to the City of River Falls
Morrissette asked for confirmation that a sidewalk would be provided along Clark Street for the Depot
project. Staff confirmed that a sidewalk is proposed to be located in that area.
Morrissette made a motion to approve PC 2019-02.
M/Morrissette, S/Reese – motion carried 6-0
UPDATES AND INFORMATION
Building Inspector Report
Hovel provided an update on the 2018 residential development activity in the City.
Development Review Update
Howe reported that staff is completing review on the Depot/City Station, Aberdeen (formerly Sterling
Ponds Apartments) and food pantry projects.
AJOURNMENT
Morrissette made a motion to adjourn at 6:58 p.m.
M/Morrissette, S/Reese – motion carried 6-0
PLAN COMMISSION WORKSHOP
Peterson presented legislative updates related to conditional use permits (CUPs) and described new
procedures for approving CUPs and special use permits in the future at the Plan Commission and
Extraterritorial Zoning Committees. Staff and board members from the Town of River Falls attended,
following an invitation from City staff, in anticipation of a March 20th ETZ Committee meeting to review
a SUP in the Town of River Falls.
Respectfully submitted,

Brandy Howe, AICP, Senior Planner
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City of River Falls Business Improvement District
MINUTES
March 12, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.
Foster Conference Room - City Hall
222 Lewis Street River Falls, WI 54022

4E

CALL TO ORDER– Joleen Larson called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.
Members present: Amy Halvorson, Joleen Larson, Mike Miller, Terry McKay, Chris Blasius, Mike Pepin
Members Absent: Shari Frisbee, Lori Moran, Kerri Olson
Others present: Sam Wessel, Tracey Mortensen, Taylor Berman, Chris Gagne
Agenda/Meeting Minutes
The agenda and the January 2019 meeting minutes were reviewed. M/S Larson/Miller to approve the minutes;
unanimous.
Financial Report
No changes to financials since the last time they were presented so they were not reviewed.
Grant requests
1. 109 N Main St. Kristin Jepson and Jamie Freese – Wessel described various questions City Staff had regarding
this application, which included:
• Should it be 2 sign grants, or a façade grant? It’s a unique configuration with two businesses having
two detachable signs and one awning.
• BID approval recommended to be contingent on: proof of insurance, Downtown Design Review
Committee (DRC) approval of awning color/design, sign area not to exceed maximum square
footage, and tenants obtaining sign permits.
Halvorsen, member of DRC, expressed that we shouldn’t make the property manager invest in new upper
awnings, especially since he bought the main awning only a year ago, and the black matches the green much
better than red would have. The costs add up and puts BID in a position to have to finance several projects at
one site over time. Blasius discussed that the applicant would receive more funds if awning was considered a
façade grant rather than a sign grant, and that future tenants will benefit since awning signs are removable. After
discussion, the board approved the grant request for 109 N Main St. with the following contingencies:
• Building meets sign area and permitting requirements
• DRC approval
• Proof of insurance
• Completion of updated paperwork for:
• 1 façade grant application for the $6,850.00 awning
• 2 individual sign grant applications for the $2,200 panels with logos ($1,100 per panel with logo;
see invoice)
• Updated DRC application showing awning sign dimensions and configuration
• Total awarded amount is $2,397.50 for the awning and $385 per panel and logo (2), for a total of
$3,167.50.
• M/S Halvorson/Blasius to approve the 3 grants; unanimous.
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2. 128 S Main St. Tracey Mortensen- Larson asked Mortensen to describe her business. Wessel mentioned her
sign meets all requirements. BID sign grant amount of $827.05 approved contingent on proof of insurance,
completed DRC application, and sign permit. M/S McKay/Blasius to approve grant; unanimous.
Other Business
1. Mural under Maple St. Bridge:
Taylor Berman provided a cost breakdown of labor and supplies per square foot ($6 for interior murals, $9 for
exterior wood panel murals, and $2 for anti-graffiti coating). The price for indoor murals and exterior wood panel
murals includes paint, primer, brushes, rollers, roller covers, paint trays, palettes, tape, drop cloths, and
additional tools and materials. Berman suggested the labor costs can go towards charitable and philanthropic
causes, such as the High School Sunshine Fund, or to fund other murals and memorials. Gagne asked if visitors
can see existing RFHS murals; Berman said tours are available if you register as a visitor and set up an
appointment. Blasius asked if BID members can approach businesses with the idea, and Berman gave permission.
Halvorson asked if students can be given a theme to paint, and Berman said it is ideal so students have training
working for a client.
2. BID Postcard- Grant/business communication:
Larson showed the 2013 postcard example and mentioned several updates need to be made. BID is under
direction of City Council to administer a survey to downtown business owners. While BID is doubtful owners will
respond to a hyperlink on the postcard or an emailed survey, they agreed a short, simple survey conducted via
Surveymonkey with space at the end for comments was an idea. Blasius suggested walking from business to
business with an iPad loaded with the survey as one option. The survey could also be an opportunity to educate
business owners on what the BID does, such as grants, downtown plants, River Dazzle, murals, and more.
3. Veteran’s Park:
Blasius mentioned that Historic Preservation Commission, Rotary, and American Legion have been working
together to improve Veteran’s Park. The question was presented about what to do with blank walls, and if they
should become murals. The board agreed that they will support individuals who approach them with ideas, but
they will not spearhead projects. Therefore, this item can be removed from future agendas.
4. Garden Plants:
Zach Regnier, City engineer, recently completed his Master Gardener Certification and will now be managing
plantings in the downtown.
Next Meeting
Next meeting is April 9 at 8:30 a.m. in the Foster Room, City Hall.
ADJOURNMENT
M/S Larson/McKay to adjourn; unanimous vote at 9:40 a.m.

15

4F
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022

Phone 715.425.0900
Fax 715.425.0915
MINUTES
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at 5:15pm
City Hall Lower Level Training Room

Members Present:
Members Absent:
Staff Present:
Others Present:

Susan Reese (Chair), Sean Downing (Council Rep), Brandon Dobbertin (5:30pm),
Brenda Gaulke, Patricia LaRue, Jim Nordgren and Melissa Pedrini
None
Cindi Danke-Recreation Manager; Brenda Rundle-Recreation Assistant; Reid
Wronski-City Engineer; Amy Peterson-Development Services Director; Mike StifterPublic Works Director, and Nate Croes-City Forester
Dennis Zielski -local citizen and former Park Board member

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 5:15pm.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MSC Reese/Zielski to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2019 Park and Recreation Advisory
Board Meeting. Motion passed 6-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Dennis Zielski was acknowledged as being a Park Board member for 34 years, from 1985 to 2019. Reese
said his many years of service were greatly appreciated and he will be missed. Reese said he was very
helpful, informed, patient and prepared. Gaulke said it was a pleasure to work with Zielski since 1985.
He was presented with a plaque, signed on the back by Park Board members and Cindi Danke. Photos
were taken with a celebratory cake.
NEW BUSINESS
City Engineer Reid Wronski updated Park Board about Glen Park renovations. Bids were opened on Feb.
14 and three bids came in near ISG’s estimate. Haas Sons, Inc was the winning bid. When it was bid out
the City included some alternates, so it could be kept within the budget. Descriptions of Alternates (A)
are: A1 is ornamental lighting along the river bluff. A2 is lighting on the trail along Park Street (which can
be added later by public works if needed). A3 is concrete work around the bath house. A4 involves the
play container area and walkway connections (play equipment can be added later via donations). A5 is a
walkway to the east side of the park. A6-9 involves upgraded splash pad items. Wronski says there is a
good, solid plan for being within budget; there is a 5% contingency fund built in just in case. LaRue
expressed concern about equipment staging for the removal of Powell Falls Dam in a few years.
MSC Gaulke/Nordgren to award the bid to Haas and Sons for Glen Park Renovations including the
alternates A1, A3, A4, and A5. Motion passed 7-0.
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Cindi Danke shared a Hoffman Park Campground Host agreement. Last year was trial year having a camp
host and it went extremely well. It was very helpful to have a host there to answer questions, keep the
area tidy, keep us informed of open spaces, be sure tents are moved, and be sure everyone was paying.
This year we will have an official Campground Host Agreement. Last year’s camp host, Alex Alexandro,
did an excellent job, and plans to return this summer.
MSC Larue/Dobbertin to support the Campground Host Agreement. Motion passed 7-0.
Historic Preservation Committee (HPC), American Legion and Rotary would like to add plaques at the
base of the flagpole at Veteran’s Park to commemorate the history of the park and possibility a historic
mural on the side of building. Heidi Rushmann of HPC is doing some research and putting together
literature about the history of Veteran’s Park. The plaques will be funded by the HPC and possibly
American Legion. They plan to have it done by the American Legion’s 100th anniversary in August.
Cindi Danke shared information about the upcoming recreation season. The Activity Guide will be out in
mid-March and online registration begins on March 18th on our new Sportsman software. There are
many changes this summer, as most of Glen Park (including the pool) is closed for renovations and the
school district is doing renovations at every school. Swimming lessons will be held at the high school
pool in the summer. Daytime t-ball and some other sports and camps will be held at Hoffman Park fields
and octagon shelter, instead of Glen Park. Parks and Rec applied for three Allina Neighborhood Health
Connections grants.
OLD BUSINESS
None
ADJOURNMENT
MSC Reese/Gaulke to adjourn the meeting at 6:05pm. Motion passed 7-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Rundle, Recreation Assistant
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222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022

Phone 715.425.0900
Fax 715.425.0915
MINUTES
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 at 5:15pm
City Hall Lower Level Training Room

Members Present:
Members Absent:
Staff Present:
Others Present:

Susan Reese (Chair), Sean Downing (Council Rep), Brandon Dobbertin, Brenda
Gaulke, Patricia LaRue, Jim Nordgren and Melissa Pedrini
None
Cindi Danke-Recreation Manager; Brenda Rundle-Recreation Assistant; Reid
Wronski-City Engineer; Amy Peterson-Development Services Director; and
NateCroes-City Forester
Chris Gagne-City Council Member; Heidi Heinze-Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) member

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 5:15pm.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MSC Nordgren/Downing to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2019 Park and Recreation
Advisory Board Meeting. Motion passed 7-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Heidi Heinze of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) shared photos and information about Glen
Park history. In 1898 the River Falls City Council approved the purchase of 21 acres of land south of the
falls and glen in an area known as, “Powell Woods." Later it was known as, “City Park.” A rustic log
“kitchen” was built by the River Falls Improvement League (men’s group). In 1912 the Women’s
Improvement League raised money to build a restroom at the park, and they had a newer lodge built,
which was destroyed by a tornado in 1953. Bicycling became popular around the turn of the century, so
a “bicycle track” was laid out in the park in 1899. There was a pathway called “Lover’s Lane.”
Tobogganing and ice skating were also popular in this park. From 1923 to the 1940’s there was a zoo at
the park. The Glen Park Pool was built during the depression in 1933-1937. The pool and bathhouse cost
$6,000. Previous bridges were often damaged or washed out, so the Women’s Improvement League
raised money and the Swinging Bridge was planned and then completed in the fall of 1925 at a cost of
$4,000. It was restored in 1985.
The Activity Guide has been published and distributed, and registration has been going well on the new
software. The software tracks residents and non-residents, so staff believes there may be increased
income this year via the non-resident fees. Parks and Rec received Allina Health Neighborhood Health
Connection grants for three adult classes: Yoga on the Kinni, Boot Camp in the Park, and a Pickleball
Clinic.
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NEW BUSINESS
City Engineer Reid Wronski updated Park Board about the future Department of Transportation (DOT)
jug handle project at Hoffman Park. The camping dump station will need to be moved. This DOT project
will reduce the amount of stadium parking. The project is planned for the summer of 2020. Some prep
work will occur this summer. Two houses are being purchased by the City. Hoffman Park will be open
and accessible during the entire project.
Wronski also updated Park Board about the Glen Park updates. The new storm shelter / pavilion is under
construction and on schedule to be completed by fall. Some maintenance will be done on the Swinging
Bridge in June. The open field will be available for soccer. It is the hope that play equipment may be
donated or funded by an external source, but the existing play equipment will be available to use.
Amy Peterson informed Park Board that the River Falls Baseball Council has received a $850,000 grant to
install artificial turf at the First National Bank of River Falls Field at Hoffman Park. The Baseball Council
has been informed of future reduced parking in conjunction with the DOT jug handle project and
reminded that they need to continue providing portable toilets. Staff anticipates changes to the lease
agreement due to the artificial turf, and this will be coming through Council via Park Board.
Cindi Danke informed Park Board members that they have some funds available to go to conferences
and training opportunities. She will share meeting agendas in the future and see if Park Board members
are interested in attending.
OLD BUSINESS
None
ADJOURNMENT
MSC Reese/LaRue to adjourn the meeting at 6:15pm. Motion passed 7-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Rundle, Recreation Assistant
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4G
CITY OF RIVER FALLS WISCONSIN
UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD AGENDA
CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS
March 18, 2019
The regular meeting of the River Falls Utility Advisory Boards was called to order by Utility Advisory
Board Chair Adam Myszewski at 6:30 p.m.
Utility Advisory Board Present: Adam Myszewski, Diane Odeen, Patrick Richter, Tim Thum and
Kellen Wells-Mangold
Utility Advisory Board Absent: Kevin Swanson and Mark Spafford
Staff Present: Utility Director Kevin Westhuis and Utility Administrative Assistant Lanae Nelson
Approval of Minutes:
Regular Meeting Minutes: 01-21-2019
MSC Odeen/ Richter approve minutes. Unanimous.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Chair Myszewski opened the floor for comments.
Patricia LaRue, River Falls, WI spoke about the River Falls Hydroelectric electric generation history.
Odeen thanked LaRue for keeping the UAB informed on this information. LaRue thanked Westhuis and
Assistant City Administrator Julie Bergstrom for keeping her informed when she requests PSC reports
and financial numbers on the hydroelectric dams.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Acknowledgment of the following minutes:
West Central Wisconsin Biosolids Facility Commission: 11-15-2018 and 02-01-2019
POWERful Choices Committee Meeting: 01-10-2019 and 02-14-2019
MSC Odeen/Thum approve minutes. Unanimous.
REPORTS:
RFMU 2018 Annual Report
Utility Director Westhuis gave a presentation of the RFMU 2018 Annual Report that was in the UAB
packet.
Finance Report
Westhuis gave a brief overview of the finance report. The Finance Department is working on finalizing
the year end 2018 statements with the auditors; therefore, they were not included the agenda packet:
•
•
•
•

Electric fund year-to-date revenues are $2.2 million; year-to-date expenses are $2.1 million.
Water fund year-to-date revenues are $286,776; year-to-date expenses are $307,124.
Wastewater fund year-to-date revenues are $598,151; year-to-date expense are $386,996.
Stormwater fund year-to-date revenues are $100,120; year-to-date are $69,027.
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Utility Dashboards
The 2019 January and February Wastewater Treatment Plan and POWERful Choices! dashboards and the
2019 January Water and Electric dashboards were included in the UAB packet for the review.
Monthly Utility Report
The 2019 January and February monthly utility reports were in the UAB packet for review.
Westhuis thanked Journeyman Lineworker Apprentices Luke Baumann and Garrett Leis for their hard
work and great test scores in their journeymen classes.
ADJOURNMENT:
MSC Thum/Wells-Mangold to adjourn. Unanimous.
Myszewski announced meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Reported by: Utility Administrative Assistant Lanae Nelson
_________________________________________________
Lanae Nelson, Utility Administrative Assistant
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MINUTES
March 14, 2019
City Hall
Training Room
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Committee members and guests present: Mike Noreen (RFMU), Abby Finis (Great Plains Institute), Sam
Wessel (City of RF), Erin Tomlinson (Tomlinson Financial), Peter Kilde (WestCap), Kelly Cain (St Croix),
Garrett Leis (RFMU), Rhonda Davison (RFMU), Tony Menard (Focus On Energy), Rebecca Ferguson
(hope for Creation), Krysta Spieler (hope for Creation), Thomas Smith (Citizen), Jim Higgins (St Croix
Valley Bird Club), Roger Kampstra (First Congregational Church), Tony Jilek (St B’s), Molly Foley (RF
Fire), Dave Hennessey (River City Apartments), Dave Hallstrom (Hudson), Tara Albores (RFSD), Wendy
Tokheim (City of RF), Patricia LaRue ( Resident), Joel Palmquist (Resident), Joe Haselman (RFSD),
William Hanson (Resident), Joan Hansen (Resident), Carl Meeker (UWRF Student), Mark Klapatch
(UWRF), katie Feuerhelm (UW Stout) Some individuals may have been present at the meeting , but did not
sign in.

Mike Noreen welcomed everyone to the Powerful Choices meeting. He invited the attendees to review
the minutes from last month’s meeting. Krista Spieler made a motion to approve the meeting minutes and
Tony Jilek seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.
1. Climate Change by Abby Finis Senior Planner at Great Plains Institute. Abby shared information
through a PowerPoint presentation about Climate Change and how it is affecting us today. She
covered the history of greenhouse gas from the 1850’s to present. Abby pointed out various impacts
globally and things we are experiencing right here in our backyard. Climate and energy planning can
make a difference, and many states have implemented climate action plans. There are community
action groups that are doing their part to reduce emissions and the use of fossil fuels. The group
discussed some of the things happening in River Falls, for example the hydroelectric dams, solar
projects, and other conservation projects. Abby shared information on the importance of composting,
changing our habits regarding waste, food production, bio mass resources, using electric vehicles, and
batteries for electric storage.
2. Osprey Tower update, Mike shared a brief video of the installation of the osprey tower installation.
Thanks to the RFMU Lineworkers, WWTP staff, with special thanks to Jim Biex and Jim Higgens
who worked to design and install the perch and start of a nest in hopes that an osprey will take up
residency.
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3. Other items of interest include: Reminder about the upcoming Earth Care film series with one film at
RF UMC called Before the Flood being shown on Thursday March 14th from 7-9pm; Free electronics
recycling event will take place on April 20th at the Public Works Garage located at 950 Benson Street;
PC is looking for recommendations for utility boxes to be painted; RFMU is partnering with WestCap
on some low-income weatherization and furnace replacement programs; RFMU will offer Rebates on
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations to individuals that purchase a new or used electric vehicle.
UWRF Events: We Bike River Falls; Surplus sale; Sustainability calendar of events can be seen
viewed on the UWRF Facebook and Instagram pages.
4. Next meeting is April 11, 2019.
Meeting minutes respectively submitted by Rhonda Davison
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West Central Wisconsin Biosolids Facility
Commission Meeting
February 28th, 2019

4I

Meeting was called to order by Gary Newton at 8:30 am
Board members present: Gary Newton, John Bond, Steve Skinner and Ron Groth.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion made and passed to approve February bills in the amount of $137,152.88. M/S Ron/John
Motion made and passed to approve February 1st agenda. M/S John/Ron
NEW BUSINESS
Jonathan Sherwood from Clifton Larson Allen attended the meeting to discuss the 2018 yearly audit.
Discussion was held on various portions of the audit. 2018 cost per pound of solids was $0.3759.
Communities will receive a refund due to expenses coming in lower than budgeted amounts. Total
amount to be refunded is $70,469.34. Motion made and passed to accept audited as presented. M/S
Ron/John
It is believed the Bioset lime auger is going to need replacement. The drive for the auger is tripping
frequently. A quote was received from Schwing Bioset in the amount of $40,984 for parts and labor to
replace the auger. Discussion was held on other potential issues that could be causing the problems.
Randy wanted to further research the issue to verify the problem. Time is a concern because it is an
integral piece of equipment to the process. Motion was made to verify the issue with the auger. If it is
established the auger needs to be replaced, Randy will obtain another quote from a different supplier
for performing the work. The work can move forward using the supplier with the lower quote. Motion
had a second and passed. M/S Ron/John.
New lighting in the Bioset room was discussed. Randy received a quote from Matt’s electric in Ellsworth
to replace the current lighting with LCD. The work will cost $2203.64 after Focus on Energy rebate.
Motion was made and passed to except the quote from Matt’s electric for the replacement. M/S
John/Ron
There is no news to report from Town & Country regarding their work on the facility plan.

OLD BUSINESS
A conference call was held with the legal firm representing the Facility in the ongoing issue about weight
restriction on sludge coming in and centrate leaving the facility. There was no movement from the DOT
on issuing an overweight permit. The attorneys are moving forward with efforts to lobby local
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legislators to try and amend the law to allow for overweight permits. Efforts will probably not see any
results until the fall of 2019 because of work on the State budget over the summer and early fall.
Loader is scheduled to arrive on March 6th. The new truck has been picked up and the plow for the truck
has been ordered.

Adjournment
Motion made and passed to adjourn meeting at 10:35 am. M/S John/Ron
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5
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Toland and City Council

FROM:

Amy White, City Clerk

DATE:

April 23, 2019

TITLE:

Designate Official City Newspaper

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Adopt the resolution designating the Official City Newspaper per Wis. Stat. §985.06.
BACKGROUND
As a 3rd Class City, the City is required to advertise for bids each year in order to designate the
official city newspaper. Newspapers eligible to submit bids must have been regularly published
within the City during the past two years and have a bona fide paid circulation.
The River Falls Journal was the only bidder, and they are eligible to serve as the City’s official
newspaper
CONCLUSION
Staff recommends contracting with the River Falls Journal, as the City’s Official Newspaper.
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING
OFFICIAL CITY NEWSPAPER

WHEREAS, the City of River Falls is required to designate an official newspaper in
accord with Wis. Stats. Ch. 985; and
WHEREAS, for the year ending May 8, 2019, the City received a proposal from the River
Falls Journal, which is an eligible newspaper to provide this service to and on behalf of the City;
and
WHEREAS, in accord with Wis. Stat. §985.06, it is required that the City enter into a
written contract with the official newspaper;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of River
Falls hereby designates the River Falls Journal as its official newspaper for the year ending May
8, 2020, and the Clerk and Mayor are authorized to execute the contract to this effect.
Dated this 23rd day of April, 2019.

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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6
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Toland and City Council

FROM:

Tamarra Jaworski, Engineer Technician

DATE:

April 23, 2019

TITLE:

Resolution Awarding Bid for 2019 Sanitary Sewer Lining Project

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Approve the resolution awarding the bid for the 2019 sanitary sewer lining project to VisuSewer Inc. A presentation was made to the Utility Advisory Board on April 15; the meeting
can be reviewed here.
BACKGROUND
Maintenance and rehabilitation of existing sewer system infrastructure is essential to
preserving the sanitary sewer system. The 2008 Sanitary Sewer Collection System Study
reviewed the existing system and found that nearly half of the existing sanitary sewer
collection system consists of clay tile pipe, much with unknown date of installation. Some
pipes are estimated to have been installed in the early 1900s. Since this study, the City has
been replacing and rehabilitating the clay pipes annually. Today, clay pipe constitutes
approximately 35 percent of the City’s total system. As the table below shows, to date we
have lined 29,694 feet.
Pipe by Material
Length of Cast Iron Pipe
Length of Clay Pipe
Length of DIP
Length of HDPE Pipe
Length of Lined Pipe
Length of PVC Pipe
Length of Pipe-Material
Unk.
Total Pipe Length

2007 Footage
2,800
147,525
2,117
2,292
896
154,810
2,926

2018 Footage
3,210
118,365
2,113
2,295
24,566
175,746
2,360

2019 Footage
3,210
113,999
2,113
2,295
29,694
177,591
1,875

313,366

328,655

330,788

33

In this table, differences in pipe footages are not solely due to lining projects. As mains are
televised, material that was mis-identified is corrected in our mapping system. New
developments add to the PVC count. When streets are re-built (such as Cascade Avenue)
clay pipe is replaced with PVC. Small footage changes are likely the result of manholes
being accurately located with GPS equipment, since pipe length is calculated from manhole
to manhole.
Pipe replacement may be necessary if the pipe capacity is not adequate, if there are sags or
poor slope conditions, or if the condition of the existing pipe does not allow for
rehabilitation.
When pipe replacement is not necessary, one cost-effective rehabilitation method is sewer
lining. This method does not require open trenches in the street. Pipes can be lined by
accessing existing manholes.
The liner reduces the diameter of the existing pipe approximately ¼”. However, the flow
capacity of the pipe system is typically increased due to the liner having reduced friction
compared to the clay pipe. For more information on this process, watch an example video
of this process at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FY_wE71GRyk&feature=youtu.be.
DISCUSSION
Sanitary mains are rated from 1-5 (1=good, 5=bad). This rating is determined based on
televising reports, frequent maintenance needs, or frequent backups. Wastewater staff uses
the City’s vac truck and televising equipment to review areas of the collection system. The
information gained is used to determine future lining projects. Staff has identified the
following locations for lining. Those locations are shown in the figure below.
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The City requested competitive bid proposals for the 2019 sanitary sewer lining project for
the above identified locations. Bid results are as follows.
Vendor

Base Bid Total

Engineers Estimate

$103,012.49

Visu-Sewer, Inc.

$100,968.80

Terra Engineering & Const.

$113,611.00

Insituform Technologies

$114,841.50

Lametti & Sons, Inc.

$131,231.00

Michels Pipe Services

$151,236.80

VEIT

$159,370.00
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The 2019 budget includes $175,000 in sewer maintenance for sanitary sewer pipe
rehabilitation. In late 2016, the City purchased a sewer vacuum truck and televising
equipment with plans to televise and rate the sanitary mains. This work reveals any pipe
segments that needs repair. If any are found to be in imminent need of repair, they could
be added as a “change order” to the current 2019 project, not to exceed the budgeted
amount. As we continue to televise, staff will have more data for evaluating future lining
projects.
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
The lowest bid is $100,968.80 by Visu-Sewer, Inc. This figure is below the budgeted amount
of $175,000 for the work, with funds provided by the sewer fund.
CONCLUSION
Staff recommends approval of the resolution awarding the bid to Visu-Sewer, Inc. for the
2019 Sanitary Sewer Lining Project.
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RESOLUTION NO.
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR
2019 SANITARY SEWER LINING PROJECT

WHEREAS, the City of River Falls and RFMU have a desire to maintain the Sanitary Sewer
Collection System; and
WHEREAS, six proposals were received for the work identified to need lining; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 Sewer Fund budget includes $175,000 in the sewer maintenance line item;
and
WHEREAS, Visu-Sewer, Inc. submitted the low bid in the amount of $100,968.80; and
WHEREAS, staff has reviewed the proposal and finds it acceptable;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of River Falls
hereby accepts the proposal for lining from Visu-Sewer, Inc. in the total amount of $100,968.80.
Dated this 23rd day of April 2019

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO.
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR
2019 ROUT AND SEAL PROGRAM

WHEREAS, all streets in River Falls have been inspected and streets that would benefit from
having their cracks rout and sealed have been identified; and
WHEREAS, monies have been budgeted in 2019 for pavement maintenance; and
WHEREAS, staff solicited bids for the 2019 Rout and Seal Program in accordance with the City’s
Purchasing Policy; and
WHEREAS, staff has reviewed the bids, and recommends awarding the contract to American
Pavement Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $53,350.00.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of River Falls
hereby awards the contract for the 2019 Rout and Seal Program to American Pavement Solutions
Inc. in the amount of $53,350.00.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that funds for the above work be appropriated from Account No.
100-32000-53570 - Street Maintenance.
Dated this 23rd day of April 2019

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk

41

8
Administrator’s Report
April 23, 6:30 p.m. – City Council Meeting
April 27, 9:00 a.m. – Kinni River Clean Up
May 4, 8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Wings of Spring World Migratory Bird Day
May 13-18 – Spring Clean Up for City residents
May 14, 5 p.m. – Fiscal Plan Workshop
May 14, 6:30 p.m. – City Council Meeting
May 27 – Memorial Day – City Offices Closed
May 28, 6:30 p.m. – City Council Meeting

Tuesday’s Council Meeting Preview:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Municipal Court Presentation
Group Project Presentation by UWRF Students
Resolution Designating the Official City Newspaper
Resolution Approving Bid for the 2019 Sanitary Lining Project
Resolution Awarding Bid for 2019 Rout and Seal Program
Proclamation Designating Clerks’ Week
Police Week Proclamation
Arbor Day Proclamation
Rotary Day Proclamation

Upcoming Events
April 27, 9:00 a.m. - Kinni River Clean Up
Your participation is needed for the 25th annual Kinni River Clean Up. Last year, 170
volunteers showed that they care about the beauty and health of the Kinnickinnic River. This
event is sponsored by Kinnickinnic River Land Trust. You must register for this event by Monday,
April 22. You can register by following this link. Learn more by visiting the website:
https://kinniriver.org/.

May 4, 8 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. – Wings of Spring World Migratory Bird Day
This annual event will take place at City Hall beginning at 8 a.m. with an Early Bird Hike.
For more information, visit the website here.
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Save a life!
Learn to save lives with River Falls EMS instructors this spring. All classes are taught at the EMS
station, 175 E. Cedar Street. To register, call 715-425-0370.
•

Basic Life Support (BLS) Provider ($75 fee) - For healthcare workers needing healthcare
certification. Includes adult, child, infant, and bag-valve mask (BVM) modules. Offered May
14, 6-10 p.m.

May 13-18 – Spring Clean Up for City Residents
Spring clean up runs Monday through Friday, May 13 – 17, 4 - 8 p.m.; and Saturday, May 18 - 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. The event takes place at the City’s Public Works Garage. More information can be
found on the City’s website.

Welcome!
Three new officers were added to the City’s
Police Department when they were sworn in on
April 8. Welcome to officers Patrick McGinty,
Jordan Hemker, and Derek Hokkanen.

April 17 Flooding
The City received about 6” of rain but totals did
vary. It rained into the early evening but the
heaviest of rain fell from approximately 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m.
North end:
• Best Maid took on
water in their plant as
it appeared the ponds
in the back were
inundated which
caused additional
street flooding all the
way down Troy Street
and portions of
Benson. Other
businesses may have been affected by it.
Flooding at Best Maid
• Whitetail ponds again topped with some modest Street flooding on Paulson.
• Sterling Ponds appeared to fare favorably.
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West end:
• Powell Avenue had one culvert that plugged with debris in about the Winter area that
may have again caused some basement flooding.
• Ponds on Bobwhite and Quail Ridge generally behaved as they should but filled with
debris as many did and spilled over causing some moderate street flooding (Bobwhite in
this instance).
• Maple Street had notable flooding from about the 500 block out to about the 1200. Some
basement flooding reported in this area and around Grove, Dallas, and Roosevelt which
had notable Street flooding.
East end:
• Hoffman Park had notable
water coming through the
baseball parking area, even
spilling over the road at
times and into the basin
which none of us could
recall seeing before. Some
moderate
damage
to
Hanson Drive shoulder as a
result.
• Some pond issues again
with Fisher Way and the
area around the hospital.
at Hoffman
• The channel through Golf View did well, but we’ll check again withFlooding
water levels
down Park
today. Considerable water in the soccer fields and some street flooding which inundated
a car on the upper portion of Golf View.
•

The area around Falcon and especially Morgan again saw notable water. Water in the
basement reported
in the one home that
is usually affected on
Morgan when a
heavy rain occurs,
possible
vehicle
damage to the other
neighbor.
Flooding on Morgan/Falcon

•

Notable water around Greenwood Elementary as their pond topped and had difficulty
draining given the large amount of water in the Hoffman basin. RFSD took a
precautionary step to put some sandbags at their front entrance, although it doesn’t
appear water ever got to the doors (within 10’ at one point though).
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South end:
• Street flooding noted in Kimberly Circle and on Greenwood Valley early in the storm.
• Devin Lane pond will need repairs as a portion of it was blown out in the storm.
• Hamilton Park again saw notable water which inundated some of our electrical
equipment. No report yet of any damage.
• East Johnson neighborhood saw notable water with modest Street flooding on East
Johnson in particular. A storm drain at 6th and Kennedy filled with gravel from the water
line repair from earlier in the season.
• Cemetery Road in the area around Knollwood and the High School had their ponds top
at one point as well as the ditch in front of the High School which caused some notable
flooding on Cemetery for a while. A blocked storm drain contributed to the problem in
front of the High School.
Flooding at Falcon Center

Kinnickinnic River near
City Hall
Certainly, the intensity of the rain
was the biggest factor. Over
saturated ground and perhaps
some frost still in the ground
likely
contributed
to
the
problem. Overall, the system
handled quite well, but some cars
were affected by street flooding
as were many basements. While
we don’t typically resort to street
closures during a large rain
event, we did have several
sections of streets closed for an
hour or so in some of the areas noted above, especially on Benson/Troy and portions of Maple,
Roosevelt, and Cemetery. Cemetery was the only one that had a partial closure overnight.

Administrator’s Coming and Goings
•

Staff 1:1s • Council 1:1s • Monday Morning Leadership •Council Retreat • Wisconsin
Joint Finance Committee
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PROCLAMATION
MUNICIPAL CLERKS WEEK
May 5 - 11, 2019
WHEREAS, the office of the municipal clerk, a time honored and vital part of local
government, exists throughout the world as the oldest profession among public servants and
provides the professional connections between the citizens, the governing bodies, and agencies
at the local, county, and state levels; and
WHEREAS, the duties of the municipal clerks are many including serving as the official
record keeper for the municipality, issuing licenses and permits, facilitating the annual board of
review and municipal redistricting project, attending meetings, and serving as a community
resource; and
WHEREAS, the 1,854 municipal clerks and 72 county clerks contribute to election
administration by attending required training and dedicating themselves to providing fair, nonbiased, non-partisan, accurate, and responsible elections in Wisconsin; and
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Dan Toland, do hereby recognize the week of May 5 - 11, 2019, as
Municipal Clerks Week and further extend appreciation to our staff for the vital services they
perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.
Given under my hand and seal of the City of River Falls this 23rd day of April 2019.

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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PROCLAMATION
POLICE APPRECIATION WEEK
May 12 – 18, 2019
WHEREAS, the police officers of River Falls have worked devotedly and unselfishly on behalf
of this community, regardless of peril or hazard safeguarding the lives and property of all and by their
service and dedicated efforts, these men and women have earned the gratitude of the City of River
Falls; and
WHEREAS, in 1962, President Kennedy was authorized by Congress to proclaim May 15 of
each year as “National Peace Officers Memorial Day” in honor of all peace officers who have been
killed or disabled in the line of duty; and
WHEREAS, the Presidential Proclamation also designated that the calendar week in which May
15 occurs or precedes shall be proclaimed as “Police Appreciation Week” in recognition of the service
given by the men and women who stand guard in our communities, and proclaim May 15, 2019, as
“Peace Officers Memorial Day.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dan Toland, Mayor of the City of River Falls do hereby proclaim the
week of May 12-18, 2019, as “Police Appreciation Week” in the City of River Falls and encourage all
citizens to observe the week with law enforcement officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and
loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have rendered a dedicated service to their communities, and
proclaim May 15, 2019, as “Peace Officers Memorial Day” in honor of those law enforcement officers
who, through their courageous deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or
have become disabled in the performance of duty.
Given under my hand and seal of the City of River Falls this 23rd day of April 2019

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Toland and City Council

FROM:

Nathan Croes, City Forester

DATE:

April 23, 2019

TITLE:

Proclamation for River Falls Arbor Day 2019

BACKGROUND
Arbor Day originated in the 1800s and is a traditional spring event observed on the last Friday in
April which is April 26 this year. Attached is a history of Arbor Day from the National Arbor Day
Foundation.
This year, the City will be partnering with the River Falls State Bank and planting trees at the
River Falls Dog Park to celebrate the event. The Lions Club will also be planting trees at Halverson
Park and Rocky Branch Elementary will be having their eco day on Friday the 26th.
CONCLUSION
River Falls has been a Tree City USA Community since 1994 and was recertified in 2018. This year
will mark 22nd consecutive years that River Falls will be recognized as a Tree City USA.
Observance of Arbor Day is a requirement for Tree City USA designation and has been observed
by our community for many years. A proclamation designating Arbor Day is attached.
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THE HISTORY OF ARBOR DAY
The idea for Arbor Day originally came from Nebraska. A visit to Nebraska today
wouldn't disclose that the state was once a treeless plain. Yet it was the lack of trees
there that led to the founding of Arbor Day in the 1800s.
Among pioneers moving into the Nebraska Territory in 1854 was J. Sterling Morton
from Detroit. He and his wife were lovers of nature, and the home they established in
Nebraska was quickly planted with trees, shrubs, and flowers.
Morton was a journalist and soon became editor of Nebraska's first newspaper. Given
that forum, he spread agricultural information and his enthusiasm for trees to an
equally enthusiastic audience.
His fellow pioneers missed their trees. But, more importantly, trees were needed as
windbreaks to keep soil in place, for fuel and building materials, and for shade from the
hot sun. Morton not only advocated tree planting by individuals in his articles and
editorials, but he also encouraged civic organizations and groups to join in. His
prominence in the area increased, and he became secretary of the Nebraska Territory,
which provided another opportunity to stress the value of trees.
Arbor Day's Beginnings
On January 4, 1872, Morton first proposed a tree-planting holiday to be called “Arbor
Day” at a meeting of the State Board of Agriculture. The date was set for April 10, 1872.
Prizes were offered to counties and individuals for planting properly the largest
number of trees on that day. It was estimated that more than one million trees were
planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day.
Arbor Day was officially proclaimed by the young state's Gov. Robert W. Furnas on
March 12, 1874, and the day itself was observed April 10, 1874. In 1885, Arbor Day was
named a legal holiday in Nebraska and April 22, Morton's birthday, was selected as the
date for its permanent observance. According to accounts from the Nebraska City News,
April 1885, the city celebrated Arbor Day with a grand parade and a speech by J.
Sterling Morton. Students of different grades met at their respective schoolrooms in the
morning for the purpose of planting at least one tree. Each tree that was planted was
labeled with the grade; the time planted, and was to be cared for by that grade.
When the plantings were completed, 1000 students formed a line to begin the parade
from the various schools to Nebraska City's opera house. In the parade, each class
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carried colorful banners made of satin with silk lining and trimmed with gold fringe.
The letters on the banners were painted in oil colors. By the time the parade reached the
opera house the throng numbered well over the 1000 as townspeople joined the march.
Every available foot of space in the opera house was occupied, the students having the
front seats and gallery while the older persons stood. At 11:00, the celebrants were
addressed by the founder of Arbor Day, J. Sterling Morton.
Mr. Morton was listened to with much attention, and loudly applauded at the close of
his address. At the conclusion of the ceremonies, the students sang "America," and the
large audience was dismissed. This ended the first celebration of Arbor Day as a legal
holiday, and, as reported by the newspaper, “... to say that it was a complete success but
faintly expresses it. A celebration of this kind results in good to all, and is worthy of
imitation by every school in the state.” During the 1870s, other states passed legislation
to observe Arbor Day, and the tradition began in schools nationwide in 1882.
Today, the most common date for the state observances is the last Friday in April, and
several U.S. presidents have proclaimed a national Arbor Day on that date. But a
number of state Arbor Days are at other times to coincide with the best tree planting
weather, from January and February in the south to May in the far north. Arbor Day has
now spread beyond the United States and is observed in many counties of the world.
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ARBOR DAY 2018 RECAP
River Falls observed Arbor Day 2018 on Friday, April 27.

City Staff and Rocky Branch Elementary 4th graders plant three Burr Oaks in their oak
savannah.

Valley View Tree Planting donated a large red
maple to the city. The tree was planted near
city hall on the new pathway along the
Kinnickinnic River.

“Other holidays repose upon the past. Arbor Day proposes for the future”- J. Sterling
Morton
51

PROCLAMATION
ARBOR DAY 2019
WHEREAS, trees are a vital resource that help to conserve soil and energy, filter
our air and intercept storm water runoff, create jobs, provide wildlife habitat, and make
our countryside more livable and beautiful; and
WHEREAS, human activities along with acts of nature, threaten our trees, creating
the need for concerted action to ensure the future of our rural and urban forests; and
WHEREAS, each year on the last Friday in April – Arbor Day – people across the
country pay special attention to the wonderful treasure our trees represent, and dedicate
themselves to the continued health of our forests;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Dan Toland, Mayor of the City of
River Falls, do hereby proclaim April 26, 2019, to be Arbor Day in the City of River Falls,
Wisconsin; and urge citizens to become more aware of the importance of trees and to
participate in tree planting programs to ensure a healthy and green City and an
inheritance for future generations.
Given under my hand and seal of the City of River Falls this 23rd day of April 2019

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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PROCLAMATION
RIVER FALLS ROTARY DAY
April 26, 2019
WHEREAS, on March 20, 1999, 32 charter members founded the River Falls Rotary Club with
the motto, “Enhancing Opportunities for Youth; Creating a Better World for All”; and
WHEREAS, the River Falls Rotary Club helps fund many organizations and projects that
benefit the community including the Sunshine Fund, Turningpoint, several student scholarships and
sponsorships; and
WHEREAS, the River Falls Rotary Club provides service in the community through
volunteering in the schools, participating in community events such as Relay for Life, River Falls Days,
and Kinni River Clean Up.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dan Toland, Mayor of the City of River Falls do hereby proclaim April
26, 2019, as “River Falls Rotary Day” in honor of the Rotary’s 20th anniversary, its service to the
community, and goals to create opportunities for youth and a better world for all.
Given under my hand and seal of the City of River Falls this 23rd day of April 2019

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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