
 
March 22, 2016 
 
 
DNR Service Center 
Attn: Storm Water Program 
5301 Rib Mountain Road 
Wausau, WI 54401 
  
 
Re: General Permit No. WI-S050075-2  

2015 Annual Report 
 
Storm Water Intake Specialist: 
 
Please find the following enclosed submittals for our annual report for the reporting period of 
January 1 - December 31, 2015: 

 A resolution from the City Council stating that they have reviewed the content of the 
annual report that is attached.   

 The budget and preliminary expenditures for 2015 as well as a budget for our storm 
water program for 2016.   

 Descriptions of the Best Management Practices (BMPs) the City is performing to meet 
the requirements of this permit.  Each BMP has measurable goals and timelines on it, I 
have summarized the progress made for this reporting period for each BMP and also 
provided information for the measurable goals.  

 Winter Road Maintenance Protocol 
 Public Works Building SWPPP 
 Storm Sewer System Map 
 

In addition to the required BMPs, other public education events occurred throughout the year, 
these include: 

 April 19, 2015: Crystal had a booth at the St. Croix County Earth Day event. 
 April 24, 2015: Crystal did a storm water presentation for Earth Day to 5th graders at 

Rocky Branch Elementary School and they picked up trash at 3 storm water ponds. 
 April 29, 2015: Plinko board on display at St. Croix Summit in Stillwater. 
 May 15, 2015: Crystal did storm water presentations for “Green Day On The River” with 

the River Falls Montessori School students 
 July 30, 2015:  River Falls Municipal Utility Customer Appreciation Event.  Crystal had the 

Plinko board set up and other storm water information available. 
 June 11-July 28, 2015: Plinko board on display at The Phipps in Hudson. 
 August 5, 2015: Crystal did a storm water presentation for River Falls Community Ed Little 

Scientist Camp 
 September 31, 2015: Crystal presented a storm water lesson to St. Bridget’s 5th Grade 

students. 
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City Staff also attended various training with respect to storm water management, these 
events include: 

 February 5, 2015:  Terry, Scott, and Bob attended the Road Salt Symposium. 
 On April 14, 2015, Reid led a field trip of University land use planning students to the 

Spring Creek Estates development in River Falls to discuss strategies implemented to limit 
the stormwater impacts of that development. 

 On April 21, 2015, a number of officials from the City of River Falls participated in a Kinni 
River Focus Group meeting conducted by Jarod Blades from UW-RF 

 In October 2015, Crystal and Greg Koehler attended the Minnesota Water Resources 
Conference. 

 November 19-20, 2015:  Reid attended the MN-APWA Fall Conference 
 Throughout year: Crystal attended Chippewa Valley Storm Water Forum meetings on 

behalf of the City to collaborate with colleagues. 
 Crystal & Reid collaborated with UW-River Falls staff on storm water related issues at two 

meetings in 2015. 
 Throughout year: Reid is a member of the MN-APWA Environmental and Sustainability 

Committee. 
 Throughout year: Reid is a member of the CEAM Water Resources Committee.   
 Throughout year: Reid was elected as a Director on the MN-APWA Executive 

Committee 
 
It’s important to note that on July 6, 2015 the City sustained 7-10” of rainfall in a 14 hour period.  
While most of the water safely passed through the system, there were a few areas that 
sustained heavy damage.  The most heavily damaged areas were Bartosh Canyon, Devin 
Lane outfall, and River Oaks pond.  Those sites had all been repaired by mid-October.   
 
The following MS4 improvements were also made in 2015: 
 

 Devin Lane Pond reconstruct 
 Bartosh Canyon reconstruct 
 North Main Pond reconstruct 
 River Oaks Pond reconstruct 
 4 storm structure replacements 
 18 storm structures maintained 
 A form was developed to assist staff in tracking and reporting illicit discharges. 
 Created a storm water pollution prevention plan for the Public Works facility. 
 Developed a strategy and timeline for implementation of the Lake St. Croix TMDL.  In 

2015, the TMDL implementation plan was reviewed by City staff and it was determined 
that the City is responsible for 47% phosphorus removals from a ‘no-controls’ scenario.  
In 2016, City staff will use WinSLAMM to model the City’s system.  The results of the model 
will be used to guide future decisions. 
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The public was notified via the River Falls Journal (March 3 and 10) about the annual report 
and given opportunity to comment on the report and its contents at a public hearing at the 
City Council Meeting on March 22, 2016.  Trout Unlimited, Kinnickinnic River Land Trust, and 
UWRF were also notified about the completion of the report and the public meeting. 
 
Please call me with any questions regarding this submittal at (715) 426-3409. 
 
Sincerely,                                                                      
 
 
 
Reid R. Wronski, P.E. 
City Engineer 





























































 
 
 

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE PROTOCOL 
 

 
Drafted: December 2015 
Updated:  
Crystal Raleigh, PE – Sr. Civil Engineer 
 
Operations Superintendent Terry Kusilek is responsible for winter roadway maintenance.  He 
can be contacted at 715-426-3481 or tkusilek@rfcity.org.   
 
The City uses the following products for winter road deicing:  salt, salt brine, magnesium 
chloride, and salt pre-treated with either magnesium chloride or calcium chloride.  The solutions 
are mixed according to forecasted roadway conditions. 
 
Anti icing products are stored indoors and are blended in tanks or buckets.  Chemicals are 
applied with an anti-icing unit as well as salters and liquid applicators on plow trucks. 
 
Snow is disposed of in a large infiltration area on the waste water treatment plant property.  
After the snow has melted, litter is removed from the infiltration area.  The soils in the infiltration 
area are highly permeable.  This area has been used for snow storage for three years and so 
far there have been no issues during snow melt. 
 
Anti-icing equipment is calibrated annually.  Salt is pre-wet at the spinner.  During snow events, 
the road temperature is monitored and anti-icing strategies are modified as needed to adjust to 
road temperatures.  Salt applicators operate based off ground speed in order to apply the same 
amount of product per mile regardless of the speed the driver is traveling. 
 
Employees are trained in salt application on an annual basis.   
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STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN 
PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE – 950 BENSON STREET 

 
 
Drafted: December 2015 
Updated:  
Crystal Raleigh, PE – Sr. Civil Engineer 
 
The City of River Falls Public Works Garage is located at 950 Benson Street.  Facility 
Maintenance Supervisor Tom Schwalen (tschwalen@rfcity.org 715-426-3450) oversees all City 
Buildings however Operations Superintendent Terry Kusilek (tkusilek@rfcity.org 715-426-3481) 
would be the main point of contact for operations at the Public Works Garage. 
 
In general, the site is graded to drain from the southeast to a dry infiltration pond in the 
northwest corner of the site.  In heavy rain events, the pond discharges to the storm sewer 
system which eventually flows to the St. Croix Street pond located approximately 2300’ 
southwest of the facility.  Discharge from the St. Croix Street pond is released to an unnamed 
tributary to the Kinnickinnic River. 
 
The site is 50-60% impervious.  An asphalt parking lot covers approximately 15% of the site.  
The garage and offices cover approximately 15% of the site.  The remainder of the impervious 
surfaces are compacted gravel and compacted asphalt millings.  Pervious areas on the site are 
approximately 10% woods, 25% unmowed open space, and 65% mowed lawn areas.  Most of 
the site is HSG Type C soils however most of the outdoor storage area is Type B and a portion 
of the pond lies on Type B soils.  
 
Salt storage areas are covered so as not to be exposed to the elements.  100% of the site 
drains to the storm water pond where it has an opportunity to infiltrate.  Offsite runoff is 
designed to be directed around the building and picked up in yard drains so as not to flow 
through the storage and parking areas.  The drains are routed to the storm water pond.  Topsoil 
and gravel stockpiles are scraped 4-5 times per year.   
 
Employees are trained annually on spill prevention and response.  They are also in close 
contact with the City storm water engineer who reviews the site periodically and offers 
suggestions for changes in process to deter the negative effects of runoff. 
 
In Summer 2016, the site will be reviewed to evaluate additional opportunities to install BMPs.  
The City will consider installation of a Flexstorm Inlet filter at the storm sewer inlet closest to the 
pond.  This inlet receives drainage from most of the building and parking areas.  It was also 
discovered that the area drain on the southwest side of the building was covered.  This will be 
opened in 2016. 
 
 

mailto:tschwalen@rfcity.org
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