
                                                RESIDENTIAL DECKS & STAIRWAY PERMIT GUIDE 
                                          City of River Falls Inspection Department 
 

 

Deck & Stairway Permit Guide: This guide is designed to direct you through the building 
permit application process.  Listed below are WI building codes to reference for your project. 

 
 

UNDERGROUD UTILITIES: Call Diggers Hotline 3 working days before you dig! Dial 811 or 1-800-242-8511 UNDERGROUND UTILITIES: Call Diggers Hotline 3 working days before you dig! Dial 811 or 1-800-242-8511 

COMM 321.225 Decks. Decks attached to dwellings and detached decks that serve an exit shall comply with the 
applicable provisions of this chapter including, but not limited to: 

(1) Excavation requirements of s.Comm 321.14; 
(2) Footing requirements of s.Comm 321.15; 
(3) Frost penetration requirements of s.Comm 321.16; 
(4) Load requirements of  s.Comm 321.02; 
(5) Stair, handrail and guardrail requirements of s.Comm 321.04; and 
(6) Decay protection requirements of s.Comm 321.10. 

1. Fill out Building Permit Application.  
Provide detailed description of all proposed work. All 
contractors must include their  
Contractor Certification numbers.  Homeowners may 
obtain permits for construction  
projects if the house is owner occupied. 
 
2. Provide Site Plan. 
Include the following (see sample site plan): 
 All streets and graphic scale 
 Exterior boundaries of the property including 

dimensions. 
 Location of existing and proposed structures. 
 Setback dimensions from property lines and be-

tween structures. 
 Location and dimension of all easements (water, 

sewer, electric, etc.). 
 
3. Provide Framing Plan. 
(Most lumber yards have software to provide fram-
ing plans for you) Include the following: 
 Proposed footing sizes and locations. 
 Floor joist sizes and spacing 
 Beam sizes and locations. 
 Height of the deck above grade. 
 Guardrail heights and intermediate rail spacing. 
 Ledger size, connection and flashing details. 
 
4. Make appointment with the Building Inspector to  
    discuss project and obtain Building Permit. 
 Permits are issued by appointment only. 
 Call 715-426-3426 or 715-426-3427 24 hours be-

fore desired appointment.  
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