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CHIEF OF POLICE POSITION FINALISTS NAMED

In Wisconsin, each city the size of River Falls is required to have a Board of Police and Fire Commissioners consisting of five citizens (Wisconsin Statute 62.13(1)).  The Mayor appoints one member annually for a term of five years.  Current River Falls Police and Fire Commission members are: Carole Mottaz, Chairperson; Dan Vande Yacht; Jean Wespetal; Gary Donath; and Mark Sams. 
It is the responsibility of the Police and Fire Commission to appoint the Chief of Police.  Although the final appointment is made by the Commission, the members asked for assistance by representatives of the community throughout the selection process.  
After the announcement of Police Chief Leque’s intention to retire, the Commission selected an outside recruitment firm, GovHR USA, to assist in the process.  GovHR USA used its extensive knowledge and expertise to present the best applicants to the Search Committee.  The Search Committee included Police and Fire Commission Members, Mayor, City Administrator, Assistant City Administrator and Human Resources Director.  
The oral interview process consisted of three panels of seven members each including all Commission members, members of the Police Department, City staff, area law enforcement agencies, Restorative Justice, River Falls School District, and the Chamber of Commerce.

After the oral interviews, the next step in the process was an Assessment Center.  An Assessment Center is a very useful tool for evaluating the strengths, weaknesses and skills and abilities of the applicant.  GovHR USA hires outside assessors to assist with this process.  Three assessors provided further feedback to the Commission.  
The Police and Fire Commission held a special meeting on Monday, September 28, 2015, to discuss the applicants and finalize next steps.  After the meeting, they selected two finalists for the position. The finalists are:

Mr. James Held, Chief of Police, City of Lake Forest, Libertyville, Illinois
and
Mr. Gordon Young, Deputy Chief, Royal Oak Police Department, Ortonville, Michigan

The City is currently in the process of completing final backgrounds and verifying the ability to gain Wisconsin credentials.  After all internal processes have been completed; an offer will be extended to one of the above applicants.

The Police and Fire Commission will hold a special meeting on October 5, 2015. At that meeting, they are expected to appoint Sergeant Jon Aubart as Interim Chief of the Police Department until a new Police Chief is selected and begins employment with the City.
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