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CITY OF RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN
COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

September 27, 2016

Mayor Toland called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers located in City Hall.  

City Council Members Present:   Todd Bjerstedt, Jeff Bjork, David Cronk, Christopher Gagne, Scott Morrissette, Diane Odeen, Hal Watson

Members Absent: None

Staff Present:  Dan Gustafson, City Attorney; Gordon Young, Police Chief;  Julie Bergstrom, Finance Director/Assistant City Administrator; Kevin Westhuis, Utility Director; Lu Ann Hecht, City Clerk; Terry Kusilek, Operations Superintendent; Crystal Raleigh, Senior Civil Engineer; Greg Koehler, Lead Operator; Weston Arndt, WPPI Senior Energy Services Representative / Program Coordinator; Mike Noreen, Energy and Efficiency Coordinator; Mike Stifter, Operations Director; Nancy Miller, Library Director

Others: Patricia LaRue

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
September 13, 2016, Regular Meeting Minutes 
MSC Cronk/Odeen to approve minutes.  Unanimous.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:
Bills - $2,496,248.24
MSC Gagne/Cronk move to approve bills subject to the comptroller.  Unanimous.  

PUBLIC COMMENT, PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
Patricia LaRue, 489 Marcella Court, provided comments on the Kinnickinnic Watershed Strategic Action Plan. She talked about the Lake George Plan and working three plans together – Lake George Management Plan, Kinnic Corridor Plan and the Kinnickinnic Watershed Strategic Action Plan. She asked the experts to look outside of their comfort zone so the community could have river to recreate on, lakes to walk around, renewal energy and a healthy aquatic habitat.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Acknowledgement of the following minutes:
Library Board – 8/1/2016; 9/6/2016; Park and Recreation Advisory Board – 8/17/2016;  
BID Board – 6/14/2016

Resolution to Approve Weights and Measures Schedule→→Pulled by Bjerstedt

Resolution No. 6078 Regarding Support from Pierce County for Increase in Library Funding 

Resolution Endorsing the Kinnickinnic Watershed Strategic Action Plan→→Pulled by Watson

Resolution No. 6079 Approving Sale of SnoGo Snow blower

Resolution No. 6080 in Support of a Change in the State of Wisconsin’s Transportation Funding Model

MSC Cronk/Morrissette move to approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda.  Unanimous.
Resolution No. 6081 to Approve Weights and Measures Schedule
Alderperson Bjerstedt pulled the resolution due to a conflict with his business and abstained from voting. MSC Morrissette/Gagne to approve resolution.  Unanimous.

Resolution No. 6082 Endorsing the Kinnickinnic Watershed Strategic Action Plan
Alderperson Watson echoed LaRue’s comments and thanked her for them. The effort that went into the plan was significant. He talked about the City and its partners that made it happen. He felt it was a major achievement to have it.  Watson said the plan is a true community plan and is a positive step forward.  He urged Council to endorse it.

Alderperson Cronk talked about the past plan not getting the funding needed to move it forward.  Alderperson Morrissette endorsed the plan. He felt it was the right thing to do as a citizen.  He is hopeful that the towns that border the river will also be doing this.  Morrissette thanked LaRue for her comments.

MSC Watson/Morrissette move to approve resolution. Unanimous.


ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
Resolutions Regarding Shared Saving Loan
Weston Arndt, WPPI Senior Energy Services Representative /Program Coordinator, provided a presentation on the shared saving loan. The loan funding comes from WPPI with a 60 month payback and two percent interest.  Repayment happens on the utility bill. Arndt talked about the applicant, River Falls Industrial Center, and the current loan situation. He provided information on the business and what the loan would pay for and the risk involved. Arndt talked about the next steps in the process. Upon conclusion, Arndt stood for questions.

Alderperson Bjerstedt asked how many customers would be impacted if the ratios would be changed.  Arndt said only four customers have taken advantage of the program and three have been by this customer. He said there has been interest by others. There were more questions by Council regarding repayment.  Alderperson Watson asked about balancing out risk between WPPI and the City – if that was something they were bringing back to the Council for consideration. Utility Director Westhuis said internal discussions have occurred.  It could be brought back as a policy change if desired. Alderperson Morrissette commented that there are other policy discussions to be had regarding incentivizing customers to use less of the product.  He feels there is a reason to have that conversation.  With no other comments, the Mayor asked for a vote on the resolutions.

Resolution No. 6083 Approving Shared Savings Agreement and Promissory Note with WPPI Energy
MSC Morrissette/Odeen move to approve resolution. Unanimous.

Resolution No. 6084 Approving Shared Savings Agreement with River Falls Industrial Center, LLC.
MSC Watson/Morrissette move to approve resolution. Unanimous.


REPORTS: 
POWERful Choices! Presentation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conservation and Efficiency Coordinator Mike Noreen gave a presentation. He talked about the mission statement, contributions to the City, and the program’s success. He spoke about the positives of renewable energy. Noreen talked about the programs for residential and commercial customers and programs for non-profits. He also discussed renewable energy programs including green blocks and community solar panels. Noreen talked about the Focus on Energy program and its successes. Noreen stood for questions.

Alderperson Bjork asked about the fee for a home inspection for improvements.  It is $50. A Focus on Energy approved contractor would stop by and perform the inspection. Bjork asked about the process for churches, which are non-profits, in regard to the solar panels. Noreen said they receive a credit on their bill.


Administrator’s Report
Assistant City Administrator Bergstrom reminded Council about a transportation meeting.  It is also National Voter Registration Day. Alderperson Morrissette asked about Officer Jensen and if he remains sworn in his new position. Chief Young said yes. He explained the new position.  Alderperson Bjerstedt asked if voters could register at the polls. Bergstrom said yes, but staff is encouraging people to register ahead of time.

Comptroller’s Report
Comptroller Odeen read the following report for August 2016: General Fund revenues through the end of August were $6,714,436 or 69 percent of budgeted. Revenues in August include $1.3 million for the August tax settlement, and $8,500 for plat review fees.  Expenditures for the same period were $5,691,837 or 59 percent of budgeted, for a net of revenues over expenditures of $1,022,599.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor’s Appointments

LIBRARY BOARD
Reappointment of Ruth Kuss through July 2019 

MUNICIPAL BOARD OF ABSENTEE BALLOT CANVASSERS 
Appointments of Rhonda Davison and Keri Schreiner to fill the two year term ending December 31, 2017 
MSC Odeen/Cronk move to approve the Mayor’s appointments. Unanimous.

Mayor Toland read three proclamations: School Board Week Proclamation, Community Planning Month Proclamation and River Falls Housing Authority Month.

CLOSED SESSION:
MS Morrissette/Bjerstedt move to recess into Closed Session at 7:23 p.m. per Wisconsin State Statutes § 19.85(1) (g) for the following purposes:
“conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, to wit: 1300 South Main Street.”

The roll call vote to move into Closed Session was unanimous.

MSC Morrissette/Odeen to move into Open Session at 7:45 p.m. Unanimous.

MSC Cronk/Odeen to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
 


Kristi McKahan,
Deputy City Clerk
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