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CITY OF RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN
COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

September 13, 2016

Mayor Toland called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers located in City Hall.  

City Council Members Present:   Todd Bjerstedt, Jeff Bjork, David Cronk, Christopher Gagne, Scott Morrissette, Diane Odeen, Hal Watson

Members Absent: None

Staff Present:  Scot Simpson, City Administrator; Dan Gustafson, City Attorney; Gordon Young, Police Chief;  Julie Bergstrom, Finance Director/Assistant City Administrator; Amy Peterson, Assistant Community Development Director; Kevin Westhuis, Utility Director; Reid Wronski, City Engineer; Lu Ann Hecht, City Clerk; Scott Nelson, Fire Chief

Others: Tiffany Joy, others

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
August 23, 2016, Regular Meeting Minutes 
MSC Cronk/Odeen to approve minutes.  Unanimous.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:
Bills - $2,223,820.14 
MSC Cronk/Watson move to approve bills subject to the comptroller.  Unanimous.  

PUBLIC COMMENT, PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
There were no public comments.

Change of Agent for Mainstreeter Bar & Grill, LLC. dba Mainstreeter Bar & Grill
MS Morrissette/Odeen moved to approve change of agent. Alderperson Morrissette asked Agent Tiffany Joy if she understood her role as an agent; if she understood that if she wasn’t present at the time of any alcohol violations, she was still responsible; and if she had taken the responsible server’s course.  Joy asked yes to all the questions.  With no other questions, the Mayor asked for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Ordinance No. 2016-13 Amending Section 10.08.010a of the Official Traffic Control Map (Yield Sign on Kennedy Street at S. Sixth Street) – Second Reading and Disposition
The Mayor recessed into a Public Hearing at 6:31 p.m. With no public comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:32 and moved back into Open Session. MSC Gagne/Morrissette move to approve ordinance.  Unanimous.

Ordinance No. 2016-14 Amending Section 10.08.010a of the Official Parking Control Map and Section 12.06.030 of the Residential Parking Permit System-Second Reading and Disposition
The Mayor recessed into a Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m. With no public comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:33 p.m. and moved back into Open Session. MSC Cronk/Morrissette move to approve ordinance.  Unanimous.



Ordinance No. 2016-15 – Elections - Creating Section 1.08.050 – Creation of Municipal Board of Absentee Ballots Canvassers-Second Reading and Disposition
The Mayor recessed into a Public Hearing at 6:33 p.m. With no public comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:33 and moved back into Open Session.

MS Watson/Cronk move to approve ordinance. Alderperson Morrissette asked what the status was on election workers.  Clerk Hecht said the City could use more workers for the upcoming election.  The Mayor asked interested citizens to get ahold of Clerk Hecht if they are interested in serving.

With no other comments or questions, the Council voted unanimously to approve the ordinance.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Resolution No. 6075 - Approving Fire Department and EMS Mutual Aid Agreements
MS Morrissette/Odeen move to approve the resolution. Alderperson Gagne noted an email sent to Council by EMS Director Rixmann regarding a cardiac arrest. Gagne commended the emergency service departments for working well together to make sure residents are taken care of.


ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
Preliminary Resolution No. 6076 Declaring Intent to Exercise Special Assessment Police 	Powers under Section 66.0703 Wisconsin Statutes for the Benefit of the River Falls Business Improvement District
City Administrator Simpson noted that this resolution also sets the annual report and public hearing date for October 11. Alderperson Watson asked about the wording “police powers”. Simpson said it was correct usage and means the Council can attach a tax or force an action.  The wording is intended to get attention that it is a significant act by Council. 

With no other comments, MSC Morrissette/Bjork move to approve the resolution.  Unanimous.

Resolution No 6077 - Regarding Purchase of Electric Department Bucket Truck
MS Morrissette/Odeen move to approve resolution. Alderperson Gagne asked for a brief explanation on why a new truck is being purchased. Utility Director Westhuis explained that the truck is old with a rusted bed and brake issues and needs to be replaced. Alderperson Morrissette clarified that it is paid from the utility fund. Alderperson Bjerstedt asked about the life expectancy of the truck. With no other questions, the Council unanimously approved the resolution. 

REPORTS: 
Fire Department Report
Fire Chief Nelson gave a report on the Fire Department. He focused on the volunteers and talked about the many volunteers, the staff structure/positions. Nelson talked about the primary functions of the Fire Department including emergency response, code compliance and public education. He talked about two big challenges for the department which are training and staffing. Nelson talked about recruiting for volunteers and the amount of training needed. He talked about retention. Nelson invited everyone to the Open House on September 26. Nelson stood for questions.  Alderperson Watson asked how old a person needed to be in order to serve. Nelson said 18. 
 
Strategic Plan Updates
Management Analyst Keri Schreiner provided a second quarter update on the Strategic Plan.  She reviewed the status of the five goals. When complete, Schreiner stood for questions.  Alderperson Bjork asked about the biggest challenge.  Schreiner didn’t think there were any challenges.  The timing was different for each and some were taking longer than others. Alderperson Morrissette thought training hours could be increased. He also wanted to include some type of reporting for water. Schreiner said the staff wanted to include water and would look into that. Bjork asked if there was ever too much training.  Schreiner said no and some of the training was mandatory police or emergency services training.  City Administrator Simpson explained how the targets were determined and explained the productive hours and said continued training is needed to keep the status quo.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Simpson felt the Town of Kinnickinnic Boundary Agreement was the biggest challenge. Mayor Toland clarified the water request was about infrastructure and not water quality.  Staff affirmed the water quality was good. 

Administrator’s Report
City Administrator Simpson talked upcoming events. Alderperson Morrissette asked for an update on the Tap grant. Simpson talked about two grants the City was applying for. A second storm shelter grant was approved.  It would be done in conjunction with other projects.

Alderperson Gagne asked for more information about the prescription drug disposal program. Chief Young provided an update on the program which is done through the Police Department.

MSC Cronk/Morrissette to adjourn the meeting at 7:04 p.m. Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
 


Kristi McKahan,
Deputy City Clerk
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