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RIVER FALLS




	222 Lewis Street

	Phone 715.425.0900

	River Falls, WI  54022
	Fax 715.425.0915



MINUTES
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
 City Hall Training Room 
5:15pm CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL – Meeting convened at 5:15pm
Members Present: 
Susan Reese, Jim Nordgren, Brandon Dobbertin, and Patricia LaRue
Members Absent: 
Brenda Gaulke and Dennis Zielski
Staff Present:  
Cindi Danke, Recreation Manager and Amy M. Peterson, Assistant Community Development Director
Others Present:
Marian and Jim Webber representing the St. Croix County Bicycle Advisory Committee, Prairie Enthusiasts Evanne Hunt, Greg Korman, and Wayne Huhnke, members and parents of Girl Scout Troop 53727, and Ben Fochs, citizen.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES

MSC Nordgren/Dobbertin to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2015 Park and Recreation Advisory Board.  Motion passed 4-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS

Girl Scout Troop 53727 is working on a silver award.  They would like to post 3 signs on the Kinnickinnic Trailway System.  Each 4”x 6” or 5”x 8” metal sign will contain a picture and provide information about a different bird that can be found in the area and what to feed or not feed them.  The featured birds will be Great Blue Herons, Baltimore Orioles, and Belted Kingfishers.  The signs will be on a post off the mowed area, about 3’ or 4’ off the ground.   The scouts will receive quotes for aluminum signs from two printers.  The exact location will be determined by park staff, then Digger’s Hotline will be called.  The scouts were asked return to Park Board meeting in a month or two with sign mock-ups, a map of locations where they would like the signs, and the cost of the signs.
Evanne Hunt, Chair of the St. Croix Valley Chapter of Prairie Enthusiasts, spoke about how her organization works to reclame, manage, and protect prairies.  Prairies are rare and endangered.  Oak Savannas are even more so.  Prairie Enthusiasts try to buffer and re-connect these areas, remove invasive species, use prescribed burns, and re-seed.  A video was shown about prairie remnants, which are only fragments of original native prairies.  This group has worked on the Foster conservation Area since 2003.  This group and the City of River Falls recently received a $5,000 grant from U.S. Fish and Wildlife to improve monarch habitat in Foster Conservation Area.  Most of the money will be used to pay contractors to remove large trees.  The chapter will provide $965 in volunteer hours.  This chapter also works with UW-RF to monitor native plants at the Foster site.  Reese thanked the group for all their work. The group would like to see DeSanctis prairie burn supervised by the city.  They are working with the bird club to add prairie plant informational signs in the kiosks at DeSanctis Park.  They would love to have people that live in that area, help maintain the prairie.  They had to stop working on the Rocky Branch remnant, due to lack of volunteers.  
Marian Weber is president of River Valley Trails and she came to the Park Board meeting representing the St. Croix County Bicycle Advisory Committee.  There is a St. Croix Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan in progress.  She showed maps which included proposed trails connecting Hudson and River Falls.  Citizens in Hudson have been able to attend meetings and open houses and informally vote for their preferences using stickers on a large poster board.  There will be another open house in March.  A cost estimating tool and a model of policies and ordinances will be developed.  They will also prepare guidelines for wayfinding signs. The proposal is due this August or September.  Then it will be presented to the City of Hudson.  River Falls needs to add their recommendations to the map as soon as possible.  Marian offered to help lead meetings or open houses in River Falls if needed.
ADJOURNMENT 
MSC Nordgren/LaRue to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:42pm.
Respectfully submitted,
[image: image2.jpg]



Brenda Rundle, Recreation Assistant

